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Based on Kafna of the Wind 
Written by Sophie Schwimm e Translated by Hiroto Hamada 


Yy y 


ote 


“To protect a text is to protect the world itself.” 


—wWords of the One Who Did Not Return 
From Ihe Book with No Name 


Though the 
Seven Magi 
defeated the 
Emissary, war 
once more 
engulfed the 
continent as 
_ eachrace... 


..struggled 
forspacein 
adevastated 
world. It was 
the selfsame 
magi who also 
quelled this 
new war. 


And, in the LAW The Seven stopped 
subsequent = "the slaughter of 
Palena : Ve : ‘the Haupi people 
Conference, Gt: A by the Hyron, 
they pane Ay OP hie Sh then overtook the 
the course of Z g _ _ Hyron stronghold 
the continent’s ee at the Green 


The resulting 
Palena Protocol 
covered numerous 
points, from 
the terms of the 
armistice... 


...to the division 
of the remaining 
management of the inhabitable 
disseminationof - = _ land, aswellas 
texts throughout by ee ANAS 
oe *" allauthority 
the world was to bea wreae : 
régarding written 


__ means of upholding - works would be 
the peace— concentrated ina - 


an endeavor by single location. 
one of the magi... 


...the only one to 

not return from 

the struggle with 
the Emissary. 


SINS 


..to honor 
the wishes of 
the greatest 
among the 
Seven... 


Grading Station, Personnel Office: 
Immediately after the written exam 


HOW 
DOES IT 
LOOK THIS 
YEAR? 


A LOT OF 
OVERWHELMED 
EXAMINEES. THE 
THE POOR = QUESTIONS WERE 
WEATHER MORE DIFFICULT 


PROBABLY THAN USUAL. 
HAD A HAND 


IN IT, TOO. 


. a 


. 


DELIVERY! 
PARDON THE 
INTRUSION. |. 


SOUND 
ASLEEP. 


fs 


RE 


AE ALD: 


ss 
Saaee ses 


S 


ON 


ZA 


GOT ON THE 
NICE OUTFIT 
ACAT LENT ME. 
I’M READY 
FOR MY 
INTERVIEW! 


ONCE 
MORE! 
WHAT 
DO YOU 
THINK?! 


DIDN’T WEAR 
IT ONCE. 
CARRIED IT 
ALL THE WAY 
FROM AMUN 
JUST FOR 
THIS! 


MAYBE IF 
I HEAD 
DOWN- 

STAIRS... 


HOW MANY DO 
YOU THINK MADE 
IT THROUGH THE 

PRELIMINARY 

GRADING THIS 


GRADING? 


2212 


4044 


sioneeeree sess 


LET’S SEE... 
I WONDER 
WHERE THE 
INTERVIEWS 

ARE... 


YEAH, I DID, 
BUT UKIHA 
WASN’T SO 

LUCKY. 


I WAS SO 
RATTLED WHEN 
I SAW THE 
NOTIFICATION 
SLIP, I BASHED 
MY ELBOW ON 
THE DESK. 


HOW'D IT 
G0? PASS 
THE FIRST 


STAGE? 


WHO KNOWS? 
LAST YEAR, I 
HEARD THEY 
WHITTLED IT 
DOWN TO A 
HUNDRED. 


LOOK 
AFTER 
THE ROOM 
WHILE I’M 

AWAY! 


TAKING THE 
INTERVIEW. 


CAN'T RUN 
INTERVIEWS 
FOR EVERY 
EXAMINEE... 


“4, WHERE’S 


MY NO- |, 


TICE?! 


DO THEY 
ONLY BRING 
ONE IF YOU 

PASSED? 


A BASIC PASS 
OR FAIL TO 
NARROW 
THE POOL. 
IT MAKES 
SENSE... 


BUT I 
DIDN’T 
EVEN 
CONSIDER 
IT! 


THEO FUMIS 


PRELIMINARY 
SCREENING: PASSED 


EXAMINEE NUMBER; 54 


INTERVIEW TO BE 
CONDUCTED IN THE 
MUSEUM OF HISTORY. 


One of the three 
main structures of Museum 
the Central Library, of 
this museum housed . 
ancient stone slabs, astory. 
scrolls, and other 
unbound relics of ——_— 


historical note. 


1S 


1S, THIS. \ 
WHAT. I\\ 


ONE|OF THE:SEVEN) 

_ | SEMINAL SCRIPTS 7 

[THAT CHANGED THE. 
SE. 


SS /T’S A PLACE THAT 
BS MAKES RESOURCES 
s... AVAILABLE. IT LABORS 
= 70 SEE THAT ALL 
= PEOPLE CAN BASK 
= — EQUALLY IN THE 

*” __ KNOWLEDGE OF ITS 

COLLECTION. 


YY 
“YW 


LIBRARY 
ISN’T FOR 


__ STORAGE. 


AND RIGHT NEAR 


THE ENTRANCE. 
THIS HAS TO 
BE ONE OF THE 
MUSEUM’S PRIME 
LOCATIONS. 


WHAT 


LAVISH 


USE OF’ 
SPACE. : 


IT’S HER FIRST 
TIME TOTHE 4 
LIBRARY. HER FIRST “2 
REAL ENCOUNTER 
WITH THESE TEXTS 
SHE’S READ 5O MUCH > 
ABOUT. SHE’S 
5O OVERWHELMED, - 
SHE’S COMPELLED 
TO PROSTRATE! 


ZZ 
INTENSE, IT LAA 

\ PHYSICALLY ZA 

SEEMS I OVER- 
STILL HAVE WHELMS... 

A LONG WAY —— 
TO GO IN MY __ 
APPRECIATION — 
FOR TEXTS... = 


I UNDER- ~~ 
STAND HOW SS 


SHE FEELS! 


THIS MUSEUM 
IS JUST AS 
BREATHTAKING 
AS ALL THE 
OTHERS 
HERE... 


GUESS I 


SHOULD 

a \\| GET BACK. 
PROFOUND Soe © flil ( THEY 
APOLOGIES! } Gadi | AK MIGHT 


AND WHAT 
ARE YOU 
GOING TO 
} DO ABOUT 
Teen IT?! 


WHO WAS 
PRAYING! 


THESE ARE 
1 BRAND NEW 
ZL} FROM THE 
CORDWAINER, 
AND YOU 
HAD TO GO 


. 7 4 AND STEP 
gayle / oY ON THEM! 


ENOUGH 
OF THAT! 


1 IS YOUR | 
APOLOGY | 


THE KADOE’S 
MASKS ARE 
THE PRIDE 

OF THEIR 
PEOPLE. 


Vj} i GP 
iy 
Yj 


“7 
Je 
fp 


HOW ABOUT WEREN'T 


2 WALKING 
Sl! AROUND HALF 
BLIND, MAYBE 
YOU WOULDN'T 
HAVE RUN 
INTO ME! 


DEMANDING 
REMOVAL OF A 
KADOE’S MASK 
IS AKIN TO YOU 
BEING FORCED 
TO STRIP OFF 
YOUR CLOTHES. 


«AND I DO 
NOT THINK 
THE KAFNA 

SO PETTY AS 
TO JUDGE 


MIGHT 1 BASED ON THE 


SUGGEST CONDITION OF 
WE PUT _—— ONE’S SHOES. 


THIS CON- 
FRONTATION 
TO REST? 


I SYMPATHIZE 
WITH YOUR DESIRE 
TO ATTEMPT THE 
INTERVIEW IN THE 
BEST POSSIBLE 
CONDITION... 


APOLOGIES 


THEY DO NOT 
REMOVE THEM FOR 
ANYONE OUTSIDE OF 
IMMEDIATE FAMILY. 
WHOMEVER SHE 
MARRIES IS TO BE 
THE FIRST AND ONLY 
OTHER TO HAVE THE 
HONOR OF SEEING 
HER FACE. 


WHAT’RE 


THIS ISN’T 
ANY OF 
YOUR 


|| BUSINESS! 


PLEASE 
PROCEED UP 
THE STAIRS AS 
YOUR NUMBER 
IS CALLED! 
I'M IN 
THAT 
GROUP! 


NO... SHE 
IS QUITE 
RIGHT TO 
BE UPSET. 


SALA SEI 
SOHN. 


EXAMINEES 
NUMBER 50 
THROUGH 


QUITE THE 
ENCOUN- 
TER... 


(pew ZA 


A 
if 
i 


BEG PARDON. 
I AM GRATEFUL 
FOR YOUR 
ASSISTANCE. 


BARRING 
CLOSE 
RELATIONSHIPS, 
THE KADOE 
REFER TO EACH 
OTHER BY 
SURNAME. 


NICE TO 
MEET 
YOU, MISS 
SOHN. 


YOU, SIR 


FUMIS. 


AK 


RACTICED- 
LESSLY 
AGE}IN 


G Iw 
= § 


Be yea 


VAN 
TUDIE 


foophes! 


DISAD 
MY § 


4 


A 


44 


RIGHT IF I 
OPENED IT 
MYSELF? 


THIS WAY, 
PLEASE 


27 


PLEASE, BE 
SEATED. 


/ 


"FIGURES! | 


I WILL ASK 
YOU A SERIES 
OF QUESTIONS. 
PLEASE RESPOND 
TO THE BEST OF 
YOUR ABILITY. 


: 


* 
sae 


<3 
$5 


= ye 
ae 


FEELS LIKE 
SOMEONE’S 
IN THERE. 


Ce 


TRS = 


SAH ES sae 


CONCLUDES 
OUR 
INTERVIEW. 


OUTSIDE FOR 
INSTRUCTIONS 
REGARDING 
THE PRACTICAL 
EXAM 


PLEASE WAIT 


= 
« a ot 


DO YOU 
THINK THAT 


POOR BOY 
WILL BE ALL 


THAT 
MEDDLING 
OLD 


32 


. 
. 
8 


I’M 
YOU 


SORRY, 
GREAT 


party 
= 
ae 
aH Us 
ZZzg 
=n= 


O 


FAILED TO 
REALIZE MY 
DREAMS. 


.BUT I, 
THEO FUMIS, 
HAVE ONLY 


\\auil 


SHE SAW 
THAT?! 
How 


ember 
r gssing! 


AND A 
GREAT 
DEAL OF 
IT, AT 


AH... I 

NOTICED 
THE GREAT 
QUANTITY 
OF TEARS. 


AMI 
CORRECT IN 
SUPPOSING 
YOU HARBOR 

WATER MANA? 


I THINK I 
BLEW IT 
ON THE 

INTERVIEW... 

Z spacey 


Of at the 
ery. 


YEAH. MAYBE. 


I DON’T KNOW 
MUCH ABOUT 
MANA, BUT 
YOU MIGHT 
BE RIGHT. 


I HAVE 
FRIGHTENED 
YOU. MY 
APOLOGIES. 


SPEAKING OF 
WHICH, SIR 
FUMIS... 


flows freely 
throughoutall § 
4 things. It pools 
STNG and resonates, 
A \ 


LIKELIHOOD, 
THE STRESS OF 
THE INTERVIEW 
CAME ACROSS 

AS DANGER, 


= HAPPEN EVERY > 


AND YOUR 
MANA CAME 


IT QUICKLY FLOWING OUT! 


DISSOLVED 


AND THE 
VOLUME 
OF TEARS 
ATTESTS 
TO THE 
INTENSITY 
OF YOUR 


According 
to the Disc, 
there are 
eight types of 
mana filling 
our world, 
residingin 


TIME I’M 


S 


NERVOUS, * </\ Cosh il thing: 
SS 3 fr _ all things. 


FIRST! I 
ASSUME YOU 
ARE PRONE 
TO FREQUENT 
SWEATING! 


NEXT! IT 
~ TOOK YOU 
ax’ 7” QUITE SOME 
TIME TO STOP 
WETTING 
THE BED/ 


Each person 


and thing 

expresses 
affinity, more 
likely to retain 


IF IT 1S NOT 
AN INCON- 
VENIENCE, I 
SHOULD LIKE } 
YOUR HELP IN 
ASCERTAINING 
THE ACCURACY 
OF MY PAST 
FINDINGS. 


_ certaintypes | 
~~ ofmanathan - 


SY absorbs and 


releases 


MY APOLOGIES 
FOR THE 
OUTBURST. 

I AM QUITE 
PASSIONATE 
ABOUT MAGIC 
AND ENDEAVOR 
TO DISCOVER 
MORE ABOUT 
MANA EACH 
DAY. 


WETTING 
THE... 2 


mz 
f(\ 3 


UM, IT’S ; 

FINE! I’M | rl 

ENJOYING an A yA | 
THE 


LESSON! 


DO YOU 
TRULY 


MEAN 
THAT?! 


LHAVE _ FORGIVE- 
BROUGHT 
YOU SHAME 
BY LOOKING 
DIRECTLY 
INTO YOUR 


I AM 
ATTUNED 
TO THUNDER 


WHICH, BY e } i Os QW |, ¥ 
THE WAY, | \ym/ SO,UH, TELL \ 
MAKES ME ve Bi) ME, MISS SOHN, 
PRONE TO fgg] QU’ i, | WHAT KIND OF 
DRY SKIN. (@o ais “\ MANA DO YOU 


IT OPENED 


HOW UP AND /e° 2 ‘\ I HAVEN'T 


LOVELY! MY 
INTEREST 
IN SPELLS, 
TOO, WAS 

SPARKED BY 
CONJURED 
FLAMES. 


A SPIRIT 
HOPPED 
OUT TO 
SHOW THE 
WAY. 


WAS LITTLE, 
I ONCE 
SAW A FIRE 
SPIRIT. 


GRIMOIRE! 


YOU 
DID?/ I 
AM MOST 


» ENVIOUS! 


ACTUALLY, I 
HAD HOPED 
HERE IN 
AFTZAAK I 
WOULD HAVE 
A CHANCE 
TO OBSERVE 
MAGI... 


- BUT I 

HAVE YET 
TO COME 

ACROSS 
EVEN ONE. 


WHEN I WAS 
QUITE YOUNG, 
I ATTENDED A 
PERFORMANCE 

BY A TROUPE OF 
ENTERTAINERS 
FROM ONE OF 

THE OTHER 


ON OBSERVING  \ DS 

THE DANCING Zz Jimmie! AMONG THEIR REGIONS. 
FLAMES, GUIDED 7 MEMBERS WAS 
BY THE MAGUS’ i A MAGUS WHO 

HANDS AS IF 5 ZB WIELDED FIRE! 

ALIVE, I WAS 

CAPTIVATED! 


NW) I DON’T SEE 

ANYTHING 
WRONG 
WITH IT! 


I 
Me Ye ’ OH, DEAR! 


SMILE, THE 
SPACE ABOVE 
MY UPPER 
LIP IS SO 


PLEASE 


WORRY. I 
CAN'T SEE 
IT, YOU 
KNOW. 


HOWEVER, 


GIVEN MY HAD I BEEN 
URBAN BORN A BOY, 
UPBRINGING, I MIGHT HAVE 
I AM AFRAID CONSIDERED AN 
MY MANA IS APPRENTICE- 
NOT VERY SHIP. 


PROFUSE. 


IF YOU LIKE 


MAGIC SO 
ONE CNET MUCH, DIDN’T 
FOSTER GREAT YOU EVER 
RESERVES OF THAT HAVE THINK OF 
MANA WITHOUT TO DO 
EXPOSURE TO WITH IT? BECOMING A 
UNSULLIED N 


NATURE. 


ONE TREATISE 


JUST AS IN MY 


POSITS THAT THE MORE I SUSPECT 
ANALYSIS NOW- DEVELOPED AND YOU MUST 
OUR ELEMENTS CONVENIENT CIVILIZED HAVE GROWN 
ALREADY PRESENT LIFE BECOMES, THE LESS ApFINGiOse 
AS QUITE MANA PEOPLE RETAIN, 
MINOR PHYSICAL UNTIL THE AMOUNT IS PROXIMITY 


TO THE 
WILD. 


DIFFERENCES. SO SMALL IT’S ALMOST 
IMPOSSIBLE TO DETECT 


SOMEONE’S ELEMENT. 


PERHAPS, 


FORCED TO REGIONAL QUITE 
CONCLUDE THAT LIBRARIES CARRY FRANKLY 
THERE IS NO A FEW REFER- THERE IS NO 
PLACE FOR MAGI ENCES ON MANA, NEED FOR 
IN THE PEACEFUL BUT NEVER ANY MAGI IN OUR 
FUTURE MATERIAL ABOUT || THERE ARE MODERN 
NO MORE WORLD 
THE CENTRAL GREAT WARS 
LIBRARY. LIKE THOSE 
QUELLED BY 


THE MAGI OF 
THE PAST... |,,AND THE 


! PERHAPS THE 


va WAS CENTRAL 
REDUCED TO TRAVELING LIBRARY 

THAT WORK ENTERTAINER RESOLUTELY 

AFTER LOSS FORBIDS ALL 

Su OF OTHER PRODUCTION 
OF NEW 


GRIMOIRES. 


IT IS NOT THE 


MAGUS WAY 
TO BOAST OR 
SEEK OTHERS’ 
EYES. 
\ WAIT. Is x ‘ 
\\, \\ HE... ?! | Peerexeren . 
\ ‘\ \ : OF 


COURSE... 


ASA 
LIBRARIAN, 
IT’S HARD TO 
SUPPRESS DESIRE 
TO OBLIGE THE 
QUERIES OF 
YOUNG MINDS. 


i 


3 yi? Vis 
& 


WHAT’S 
GOING 
ON?! 
a 
Oo WHERE’S 
HIS 
| /, ( OTHER 
: Y, i HALF?! 
" ANN @Y \ 
wy WA u 
ISHE | £ 
FLOAT- L/ 
ING IN 
MIDAIR2! 


MY, MY. ONE 
BRIEF GLANCE \CANINNA 


COURSE! I 
SEE WHAT IS 
HAPPENING! 


NEEDED TO 


TECTIONS 
OFFICE! 


LIBRARY! 


BEGINNING 
TO REGRET 
REVEALING 
MYSELF SO 
CASUALLY. 


THE PRO- 


GUARDIANS | 
OF THE 


MAA NN 
WAS ALL YOU i pi N\ 


SEE RIGHT 
THROUGH 


HE MUST BE 
USING SPELL 
SEALS TO 
MANIPULATE 
THE WAY LIGHT 


REFRACTS. THAT’S 


HOW HE KEEPS 
HIMSELF HIDDEN 
FROM VIEW! 


IN FACT, I’M 
ON MY USUAL 
ROUNDS 
RIGHT NOW, 
PATROLLING 
THE GROUNDS. 


CHALLENGES 
THE KAFNA 


DO YOUR 


| BEST ON THE } 


IF YOU'RE 
FOND OF 
MAGIC, MIGHT 
I RECOMMEND 
REQUESTING 
ASSIGNMENT 
TO THE PRO- 
TECTIONS 
A GREAT OFFICE? 
MANY MAGI 
TOIL DAY AND 
NIGHT TO 
ENSURE THE 
LIBRARY’S 
SAFETY. 


KEEPING 
TEXTS ON 
PUBLIC 
DISPLAY YET 
ALSO SAFE IS 
\, AN ARDUOUS 
Y\\ \ TASK. 


SORRY 
FOR THE 
DELAY, 
AHCHAB. 


SHALL WE 
CONTINUE 
ON? 


\Y 


KR 
xy 


SEEMS MY 
ANGLES ARE 
SLIGHTLY 


= Te cS ro 


ini 

_ [INTERVIEWED 

Fi EXAMINEES 

: NUMBERS 1 
_ THIS WAY, 

PLEASE! 


em, 


The final 
Struggle was 
about to 
begin. 


TESTAMENT 
TO THE 
GREAT MANY 
WONDERS SEEMS LIKE 
STORED THE LIBRARY 
HERE! IS UNDER 
CAREFUL 
WATCH, EVEN 
IF IT’S NOT 
OBVIOUS AT 


A GLANCE. 


WE’LL BE 
; LEADING YOU 
TO YOUR 
SITE FOR THE 
PRACTICAL 
COMPONENT. 


EA he) ey, ae 
eminal'scripts 
ses rt ; 


oy ), 
i Nk, 


by) 


TURAN an etree A lL: 
leer pan lO mies Monat ices 
Dante ga) LETC One astiem 
pywannne Hoh 
PHAAMUMIWIS HIP Yeas®O OF 
ren BaArardra ann ren 
vo Revie 
«B- iu 
were te sot 


Denn 


mee): SY (.- 3 
A Basic Guide to the 
Seven Seminal Scripts 


Throughout the annals of Atlatona, seven texts stand out for the part they played 
in setting the course of history and shaping the lives of the continent’s people. Not 
all seven brought changes for the better; two had a decidedly adverse impact on 
civilization, and their legacies are to be described in detail at alater time. 

The Central Library safeguards the majority of these seven, such that the texts 
might be accessible to the public and that no single organization might monopolize 
the knowledge contained within. The interludes between chapters in this volume 
are dedicated to the introduction of the Seven Seminal Scripts. 


val 


x 
eh oe V oC Seven Seminal Seri 


The Pae 


Sp 


rr o 4 \ ¢ Pe 
ae Sh RR ‘arto ea 


[Date] Unknown (Est. 1,700 Years Ago) 


One of the Seven Seminal Scripts. 

According to Manaccha, an animistic faith deeply rooted among 
the continent’s people, the continent itself was formed by the 
great spirit Atlatonan. 

This clay tablet contains a portion of the Legend of Atlatonan. 
It is the oldest known record of the legend and is revered as 
scripture among the faithful. 


Do Kafna Dream of Provincial Sheep ? 


Afkzaak, Western Quarter 


Component. 
Third 
Stage... 

j Kd mn Vit View Tee 7|| of the 
examinees PYY AN IPA VAR i Kafna 


Ss 
wae 


proceeded Exam. 
through the 
Streets to 
the Aftzaak 
Library’s 
Fourth 
Complex. 


SSN 


ence me 


—— sexs 

PSS OOS CSS 3S x 
POSES OS RS = 
Se Se 
SESS 


a 
ae 
&% 
& 
= 


ES SERRE ERE RSS = PE 


Se THAT 
~/ BUILDING’S 
IN THE 
KADOE 


= 
= 


~ 
THAT ONE Yas) © 
USES RAKTA | Sl 
CONSTRUC- © 


I GOTTA 
STOP 
GAWKING 
LIKE A 
TOURIST... 


———— 


7 


IWASNT ‘fe (5, THE 


ELIMINATED DURING” | 7 2 f SPRAGTICAL” 


THE INITIAL:CHECK \ STAGE 
>_ OF MY WRITTEN 
\\ BAM, BUT I:DON’T 


FEEL LIKE I DID 
EXCEPTIONALLY S_ 
WELL, EITHER, >* 


4 


I STILL HAVE 
A CHANCE! 

I CAN STILL 

MAKE THIS 

ONE COUNT! 


LTT 


TREE 


50 


FEELUP \L (aa HEY 
TOHAVING fy A THERE, 
| : ¥ FRIEND! 


| NOPE, JUST 
REALLY? | | FELT LIKE 
ME, TOO, [SAL TALKIN’ TO 
ACTUALLY. . 


NEED 
SOME- 
THING? 


THE 
NAME’S 
OHGGA. 


PLEASED 
TO MEET 


UM...? . YA! 


OH! DID 
MY EARS 
CATCH 
YOU OFF 
GUARD? 


I’M PART 
CREYAK 
I GREW AND PART 
UP IN HYRON. 
CREYAK 
: TERRITORY, 
THOUGHT SO! ; an SONY 


US KIDS WITH ’ 
HYRON’S 

THE BLENDED 

BACKGROUNDS NOT UP 

GOTTA STICK TO SNUFF, 


TOGETHER! 


THAT MAKES 
US FRIENDS. 
YOU CAN 
RELAX AROUND 
ME, THEO. 


IN CREYAK, 
EVERYONE 
SPEAKS AS 

EQUALS. 
NO STUFFY 

FORMAL 

LANGUAGE. 


CLOTHES THAT 


; REVEALING ARE 
Z an i rnd UNHEARD OF DOESN’T 
AMONG HYRON LEAVE 
CONVERSATION COMMUNITIES 
LOOKING | 
roel BUT BY CREYAK THE IMAGI- 
ruieE STANDARDS, NATION! 
. SHE’S PROBABLY 
IN RESPECTABLE 
TRADITIONAL 


tx, DRESS. 


EVERYONE’S 
SO ON EDGE, 
IT GIVES ME 
THE JITTERS! 


I’M 


NOT 
THERE WAS SURE... § 
A SUDDEN 

FLASH OF 

LIGHT IN 


MY EYES. 


T TINEDIUP| } 
E ATATHE BacK | 
SO'L.COU (D4 


BOY, THAT 


WRITTEN | BUTTS, 
| REAL TOUGH WORTH OFjPASTIEXAM 4 “laante TMi 
| Y'KNOW? _ || QUESTIONS WASN:T)y, 
" / | EVEN NECESSARY.) BUT 
TDD ITPANYWAY, YUSTe 
il lie 'BE'SAFEA 7 


DOUBTLESS HMPH. A 


THEY WERE I THOUGHT COUPLE OF 
WAVED THROUGH chs nHOPELESS | | 
I WAS SO PROVINCIALS, | 
qo PRELIM i 4 4 i bl SLEEPY! 
“\IT [MERELY TO FILL ( WW gy 


THE DIVERSITY ) | i 


RQUOTA, | LIKE, 
i: INSIPIDIT, 
: : ] 
WASTE’ OF. I STARTED Hee 
DERE NAPPING 
RIGHT SPROU TED, 
LEGSR 


A 


NO MATTER. 
THEY‘LL BOTH FALL 
FAR SHORT OF THE 

THRESHOLD WHEN 
OUR TOTAL SCORES 


ANAS 


Poa 


EVEN THE 


AUXILIARY 
LIBRARIES ARE 
ENORMOUS! FOR THE THIRD 
PORTION OF THE 
EXAM, YOU WILL 
BE WORKING 
IN GROUPS OF 
THREE. 
GROUP 
ASSIGNMENTS ARE 


AS DISPLAYED AT 
THE ENTRANCE. 
PLEASE CHECK 
YOUR NUMBER 
AND FIND YOUR 
GROUPMATES. 


Axfezaak Library, 
Fourth Complex 


| NOTE THAT A 
IF YOUR GROUP . DIFFERENT TASK 
IS UNABLE TO \ UA | IS ASSIGNED TO 


SOLVE THE : 
PROBLEM IN THE a @ pant 


ALLOTTED TIME / 
ALL MEMBERS | ALSO VARY 
FAIL THIS hs 


you MUST \“S=-Hft > = = FINALLY, NOTE 
ESTIMATE THE 9 bone 7 THAT YOU 


ALLOTTED TIME ms WILL NOT BE 
BASED ON THE M INFORMED OF 
COMPLEXITY i SS HOW MUCH 
OF YOUR TASK | : 4--\ ‘TIME YOU ARE 
AND PROCEED i GIVEN. 

ACCORDINGLY. 4% i 


LET’S GIVE 
THIS TEST 
EVERYTHING 
WE'VE GOT! 


BAC.) AS IF ANY 
= SENSIBLE 
wm EXAMINEE WOULD 
= BE FATIGUED BY 

THAT CHILD’S 
PLAY! 


YOU MUST 
BE TIRED 


j 1s 
| SOMETHING 


WELL, LET’S 
PUT OUR 
HEADS 
TOGETHER 
AND 
TROUNCE 
THIS TEST! 


TO BE 
SAFE... 


take ... JUST TO BE 

charge! I, NATICA ABSOLUTELY 

SX QUAPAN, AM CERTAIN, LET 
h/ APPOINTING ME SPELL 


YOU WILL Do, MYSELF THIS OUT. 


AS GROUP 
EXACTLY AS 
I SAY, AND LEADER. 


NOTHING 
OOH! ELSE. 
SUCH UNDER- 
al STOOD? 
DENCE: 


TO AVERAGE 


OUT MY 
PHENOMENAL CLEARLY, THE 
SCORE, I WAS GROUPS WERE 
PAIRED WITH DETERMINED 
THE TWO ACCORDING TO 
DULLEST POINTS RECEIVED 
EXAMINEES ON THE WRITTEN [- 


PORTION. 


NOTHING 
DULLER IN 
THIS WORLD 
THAN A COUPLE 
PROVINCIAL 
NOBODIES. 


Ni 


oy mail WN 


HUONE. 
‘IMMODEST 
WOMAN.” 


YOU MAY BE 
RIGHT ABOUT ME 
BEING DULL AND 
PROVINCIAL, AND 

I MIGHT SMELL 
LIKE THE FIELDS, 
BUT WHAT 


YOU CALLED 
OHGGA IS NOT 
APPROPRIATE! 

PICK A NEW 


‘CAUSE 
YOU REEK 
OF THE 
COUNTRY. 
LOOK IT 
UP. 


IT WOULD SEEM TO 
ME THAT YOU STILL 
LACK SUFFICIENT 
OBSERVATIONAL 
DATA TO CONCLUDE 

THAT WE ARE, 
IN FACT, 
DULL. 


AHEM! 
GROUP 
LEADER? 


YOU. BOY. 


WHAT’S 


ON, YOU'RE 
WEUWEU, 


YOU SMELL, 
Y'KNOW? 


HOLD ON 
JUST A 
MOMENT! 


YOUR 
NAME? 


DOL 


REALLY 
REEK OF 
7 DIRT AND 
FIELDS? 


AH, BUT DO 
HYRON NOT 
NUMBER 
IN EXCESS 
OF HALF 
I'D SAY THE CITY’S 
IT’S ONLY POPULA- 
CONSID- —_ TION? 
ERATE TO 
ADHERE 
TO THE 
MAJOR- 
ITY. 


THE WORD 
HUONE IN 
HYRON SOUNDS 
JUST LIKE THE 
CREYAK WORD 
FOR “HONEY”! 


YOUR 

ARGUMENT 
MIGHT HOLD 

WATER IF 
WE WERE IN 
THE HYRON 

REGION. 
BUT THIS |S 
AFTZAAK. IT 
EXISTS INDE- 
PENDENTLY! 


HM? AND WHEN 
VISITING OTHER 
PLACES, IS IT 
NOT COMMON 
SENSE TO GARB 
ONESELF SO AS 
NOT TO OFFEND 
THE LOCALS? 


THE FACT 
THAT YOU 
CAN’T EVEN 
GRASP THAT 
LOGIC ONLY 
PROVES HOW 
DIM YOU ARE. 


TAKING CARE NOT 
TO EXPOSE BARE 
SKIN IS A VALUE 

OF HYRON CULTURE 

AND HAS NOTHING 
TO DO WITH HER! 
SHE’S IN PROPER 

ATTIRE BY CREYAK 

STANDARDS! 


FIRST IS 
GROUP 1. 


PLEASE STEP 


FORWARD... 


sol 
DON’T 
MIND AT 
ALL IF YOU 
WANT TO 
CALL ME 
HUONE! 


WE'RE READY TO a.) 
HAND OUT TASKS. | Wl 
PLEASE SEND ONE | KC gag 
REPRESENTATIVE 
FROM YOUR 
GROUP TO 
COLLECT 
YOURS. 


HAPPY TO 
TAKE CARE 
OF ALL 
OUR LITTLE 
ERRANDS. 


C’MON! 
SHE’S NOT 
EVEN THAT 
FAR AWAY! 


IT’LL BE 
FINE. YOU 
CAN WAIT 
HERE AND 
WATCH MY 

EVERY 
MOVE, 


SWEET, 
DELICIOUS 
HONEY! I 
LOVE THE 


THIS, 
GROUP 
LEADER! 
ON MY 
WAY! 


NO. I’LL 
GO. JUST 
TO BE 


I SUSPECT SAFE. 


YOU'D 
MANAGE TO 
LOSE IT ON 
YOUR WAY 


WHAT MADE 
YOU ASPIRE 
TO BEA 
KAFNA? 


IVE HAD A 

DEEP LOVE 

FOR BOOKS =| i BIEITO. \W 

EVER SINCE Fos | EE 
I WAS z (o) IER. . 
LITTLE! Aah THAT'S... 


IN FACT, 


ONE OF THE 
rn THE FIRST 
THE CENTRAL Has se 
LIBRARY WAS : 
SO I MIGHT LENT ME MY 
REUNITE- FIRST BOOK, 
WAS SO 


EVER SINCE 
THEN, I’VE 
LOOKED UP 
TO KAFNA AND 
DREAMED OF 
BECOMING 
ONE! 


WAKES 
UP ONE 
DAY AND 
DECIDES 

TO BECOME 
A KAFNA. 
SUCH BIG 
DREAMS. 


CAREFREE 
VILLAGE 


OF THE 
DETERMINATION 
WITH WHICH EVERY 
EXAMINEE IN THIS 
ROOM FACES THE 

FEST. 


THEY HAVE 
QUITE LITERALLY 
STAKED THEIR 
LIVELIHOODS ON 
THE OUTCOME. 


YOU DON’T 
HAVE THE 
SLIGHTEST 
NOTION OF 
WHAT IT MEANS 
TO BE HERE. 


ES 


DISOWNMENT 
BY THEIR 
FATHERS 

FOR SIMPLY 

DARING TO 

WALK THIS 
PATH. 


HOW THEY’VE 
SACRIFICED 
EVERY MOMENT 
FOR STUDY... 


NOT TO 
MENTION, WERE 


YOU AND THAT AND YOU, 
TRAMP NOT IGNORANT OF 
HERE, I WOULD THE WORLD AND 
HAVE A PROPER ATTEMPTING 
TEAM FOR MY THE TEST ON 
FINAL TASK. A WHIM-YOUR 
VERY PRESENCE 
eiisee MEANS... 
ater SOME 
DEDICATED 
THAT? SOUL OUT 
THERE IS 
NOW, AT THIS 
MOMENT, 
CRUSHED WITH 
THE BURDEN 
OF DEFEAT. 


AND I MANAGED SURE, 
TO MAKE THE MAYBE 
CUTOFF FOR THE 1 COME 
WRITTEN EXAM. I’M ACROSS 
NOT THAT MUCH A LITTLE 
DIDN'T | WORSE THAN- FLIPPANT. 
MANAGE 
ANYTHING. 
LEAVE IT TOA 
PROVINCIAL TO 
BE UNAWARE OF 
WHAT KEEPS HIM 
AFLOAT. 


YOUR SCORE TO ENSURE THE 

ON THE RANKS OF THE KAFNA 

WRITTEN AREN’T POPULATED EN- 

w.AND STILL PORTION TIRELY BY HYRON, THE 

THEY’D LET COULD BE EXAM HAS A DIVERSITY 
YOUINTOTHE 20 LOW QUOTA. THOSE HAILING 
INTERVIEW AND AS TO NOT FROM OTHER RACES ARE 

PRACTICAL EVEN HAVE A TREATED WITH EXCEP- 
STAGES. CHANCE... TIONAL LEN/ENCE DURING 

THE PRELIMINARY 


GRADING. 


DOOMED TO 
FAIL, YET WE 
STILL HAVE 


TO DEAL 
HERE OUT 
WITH YOU. OF PITY. 


In truth, it 
was Natica 
who lacked 
under- 
standing. 


oo DIDN'T 
MAKE IT 


HERE ON 
MY OWN | Asystem was in place 
MERIT? . to bolster performance 


of non-Hyron exam- 
inees, but it merely 
adjusted for the fact 
that the entirety of the 
exam was conducted 
in the Hyron language. 


Though Theo was 
of mixed blood, 
he had registered 
for the exam as 
aHyron. His 
scores would be 


unaffected. 
Misconcep- 


tions like 

Natica’s 
had become 
entrenched 


And Theo among 


possessed no acertain 
knowledge segment of 


with which examinees. 
to refute her 
claim. 


IF I FAIL 


THIS STAGE 
wee THEN DUE TO 
BEFORE YOU YOUR 
HEAD HOME INCOMPE- 
TO YOUR 
HAPPY TENCE... 
HAMLET, YOU 
CAN KNEEL, 
BEG MY 
FORGIVE- 


oe AND ADMIT 
JUST HOW 
INANE YOUR 
REASON FOR 
WANTING TO 
BE A KAFNA 
REALLY |S. 


WHOA! 
WHAT’S salt a 
WITH THE ay 'M 


TENSION 4 BAAACK! 
al 


weelS NOT 
INANE! 


‘2 


s The Dise of Nezahuapaleha 


Ae Woe hae 
fess SOAS OI GR 
6. 


> ae 
e SY’, 


et ae 


[Author] The Haupi People [Date] Unknown (Est. 1,400 Years Ago) 
One of the Seven Seminal Scripts. 
Alarge stone disc discovered among the ruins of the once-prominent 
Haupi Kingdom. All modern knowledge of spellcasting is said to stem 
from this disc. The surface displays eight types of mana said to reside 


in allthings. Thus far, only seven have been demonstrated. The eighth 
remains a mystery and matter of intense research and debate. 


AE 


cs Ae? WO - 


The Trine IN 


[Author] The Kadoe People [Date] Approx. 1,100 Years Ago 


One of the Seven Seminal Scripts. 

Three grimoires fashioned by the Kadoe, forefathers of the spellbook, in which 
spirits of Earth, Water, and Thunder reside. The three spirits are said to be the 
most terrifying in all history, and wielded by the Kadoe, they ensured the 700-year 
ironclad reign of the Masked Empire. 

Curiously, when the Empire finally began to fall at the hands of the Rakta, the 
Kadoe never employed the Trine in their defense. It is believed that the tomes were 
somehow lost, and that their disappearance sealed the Empire’s fate. 

The picture above is an artist’s rendering. The true appearance of these three texts 
islonglost to time. 


“,-eAND ADMIT 


JUST HOW INANE \ 
: YOUR REASON “IF I FAIL 
FOR WANTING THIS STAGE 
TO BE A KAFNA DUE TO YOUR 


REALLY |S.” INCOMPETENCE...” 


\,,, THEN BEFORE 
YOU HEAD HOME 
TO YOUR HAPPY nt 

HAMLET, YOU CAN = 
KNEEL, BEGMY = 

FORGIVENESS...” = 


BUT; 
AMONG, 
THIS 
KINQ{OF 
TALEN Tees 


ATTENTION! 
THE THIRD 
STAGE OF THE 
KAFNA EXAM 
BEGINS NOW. 


I HOPE YOU 
TWO ARE 
I WAS 
BORN READY! 
FOR THIS, 


Y'KNOW?! 


YOU MAY 
NOW OBSERVE 
YOUR TASKS! 


HERE GOES 
NOTHING. 


HEAD COORDINATOR, 
PRACTICAL COMPONENT 


REI ANA EDAN 


JUST THE | a J «eA COUPLE 
FRONT 7) FRAGMENTS 


COVER... ; OF AN OLD 
BOOK. 


see AND ONE 
PAGE OF THE 
MANUSCRIPT. 


“DETERMINE THE 
BOOK’S CONTENT, 
AS WELL AS THE 
CYCLE IN WHICH 
IT WAS MADE.” 


ITS 
CONTENT? 
WHAT DO 
THEY MEAN 
BY- 


THIS IS 4 NEVER 
ABOUT... |. Loe : SEEN 
IT’S Pa «WRITING 
NOT ANY j 4 LIKE 
LANGUAGE ! | THIS. 
OF THE 
SEVEN 
LANDED 


OF COURSE. 
I SEE EXACTLY 
WHAT WE’RE 


REFERENCE pi BEING NESTED 


WORK. 
ASSISTING AN 
IMAGINARY 
PATRON. 


HUH?!  Z£ IMAGINE THAT A 
A CLAY VISITOR ARRIVES 
TABLET? AT THE LIBRARY 
BEARING A SCANT 
FEW CLUES 
RECOVERED 
FROM AN OLD 
STOREHOUSE. 


WHAT KIND 
OF SCROLL 
IS THIS? 


THE AMBIGUOUS TIME 


LIMIT REFLECTS REAL- 
WORLD CONDITIONS. 
WE HAVE TO WORK AS 
QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE 
TO PROVIDE AN ANSWER. 
THIS IS A TEST OF 
OUR APTITUDE AS 
LIBRARIANS. 


NS NSS 


THAT’S THE , | 

CHALLENGE | | ae 

WE'VE BEEN _f Gey 
TASKED ; 

| @ \\\ REALLY 


DOES 
HAVE A 
DIFFERENT 
ITEM. 


T GUESS 
SOME ARE 
EASIER 
THAN 


WE HAVE TO 
SHOW THAT 
WE CAN 
IDENTIFY THE 
+ AND LANGUAGE... 


IF WE INCLUDE 
THE MINOR 


TRANSLATE 
THE CONTENT 
OF THE TEXT. 


RACES, THERE ARE 
EASILY OVER 100 
DIFFERENT WRITING 


SYSTEMS ON THE 
CONTINENT. 


LET’S START 
WITH WHAT WE 
DO KNOW. 


THE Po el ae THE TEXT 
TATTERED if\\ \ AN\\WY AND WE'VE eae IS HAND- 
REMAINS NANA \Y, - GOT ONE PAGE IS WRITTEN... 


OF THE e yes OTHER 
COVER \ | ag UNKNOWN. 


BINDING. 


UNPRINTED. 


ARRANGED 
INTO TWO 
COLUMNS. 


INTERIM BINDING 
DIDN’T REALLY 
EXIST BEFORE 
THE ADVENT OF 
PRESSES, SO I 
THINK... 


oe WE CAN WAIT. SO 
ASSUME THE WHEN THEY 

COMPOSI- «DO THEY SAY THE 

TION AND MEAN WHEN IT CYCLE... 
BOOKBINDING WAS WRITTEN 

HAPPENED OR WHEN IT 

TOGETHER. WAS BOUND? 


— 


Wet WOULDN'T PUT 
IT ON THE TEST 
IF WE WANNA UNLESS IT WAS 
KNOW WHEN IT bi ber 
WAS MADE, ALL ' 
WE HAVE TO DO RIGHT? 
IS FIGURE OUT 


WHICH STORY 


ANOTHER 
LOOK AT THE 
COVER. 


WHICH BRINGS 
US TO THE OBVIOUS 
CONCLUSION THAT 


THE BOOK WAS sf ? 
WRITTEN ATATIME | 2 tee 


FAR PREDATING ITS 


CURRENT BINDING. DEFINITELY 


A MATERIAL 


PREDATES 
MOVABLE THAT DIDN’T 
EXIST UNTIL 


40 YEARS 
AFTER THE 
INVENTION OF 
THE PRINTING 
PRESS. 


IT COULD 


THE FACT HAVE BEEN IN 

THAT IT’S AN OLD STORE- ; 
HANDWRITTEN HOUSE. AN OLD j BEFORE THAT, 

IS A TRAP HANDWRITTEN COVERS 
LAID BY THE BOOK THAT THE WOULD HAVE 

KAFNA TO OWNER HAD USED WOOD 
MISLEAD THE . REBOUND. AS THEIR 


EXAMINEES. 


BUT 
WOULDN'T IT 
(ie : BE ALMOST 
THE GOLD VW} \\ : BA a IMPOSSIBLE 
| TOOLING?! }) ve = TO PIN DOWN 
: WHEN IT WAS 
BOUND? 


GOLD LEAF IS 
EITHER PRESSED 
| ON WITH PALLETS 
DESIGNS WAX AND AND PATTERNED 
WANE IN POPULARITY STAMPS, OR 
WITH TIME. IN ANY ROLLED ON... 
GIVEN ERA, THERE 
ARE CERTAIN ONES WITH A 
THAT WOULD HAVE FILLET OR 


BEEN IN USE. ROULETTE. 


IF WE CAN FIND A 
ROULETTE THAT 
MATCHES THE PATTERN 
ON THE COVER, WE’LL 
KNOW WHEN IT WAS 
IN FASHION AND THUS 
WHEN THE BOOK WAS 
BOUND. 


BOOKS HAVE 
BEEN ADORNED 
IN COUNTLESS 
STYLES 
THROUGHOUT 
THE AGES. 


JUST AS Sweet! 
A TEST, 

TELL 

ME... 


BUT THE 
ROULETTE 
FIRST, WE —- CAN WAIT. 


.oOF THE SHOULD 
NEW LUCENT, IDENTIFY THE 
COLLEGIATE, LANGUAGE. 
AND NAYA... JAS WE'LL NEED AN 
SZ ENCYCLOPEDIA 
vee WHICH IS i 
REFERENCE? _ 


THE 
COLLEGIATE IS 


UNSURPASSED 
IN TERMS OF 
I SEE YOU'VE BREADTH AND 
AT LEAST io NUMBER OF 
MANAGED —@]| LANGUAGES 
THE FUNDA- | LISTED. 
MENTALS. ; 


LEAVE THE 
ENCYCLO- 
PEDIA TO 


THEO, WAIT! 


SPEED’S 
IMPORTANT, 
BUT IT’S NEVER 
RIGHT! OF APPROPRIATE 
COURSE. TO RUN INA 


LIBRARY! 


THEN I’LL x 
SPEED-WALK 
MY WAY 
THERE! 


GREAT. WHILE 
I'D BETTER |i THEO’S LOOKING 
MAKE SURE FOR THE 
WEUWEU CAN |.) ENCYCLOPEDIA, 
HANDLE IT. fees WE CAN- 


JUST TO 
BE SAFE. 


SLIGHTEST 
NOTION OF 
WHAT IT 
MEANS TO 
BE HERE.” 


“OF THE 
~ DETERMINATION 
WITH WHICH EVERY 
EXAMINEE IN THIS .. 
ROOM FACES THE 


found he 
bore no 

animosity 
toward 


ESRI SPIRO ES SORE Te 


,BUT I HEAR A LOT 
SHE OF PEOPLE 
DIDNT \ STILL BELIEVE 
BRING } MIXED BLOOD 
THAT UP |' IS A SOURCE 
AT ALL. \ OF NUCH... 


NUCHI: A TERM FROM THE HYRON LANGUAGE WHOSE 


z 
9S 
& 
Y 
— 
a 
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a 
=z 
«~ 
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a 
fe} 
= 
= 
uw 
— 
< 
_ 
2 
Ww 
— 
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=z 
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& 
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<= 
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IMPOSSIBLE ah 
Ean — 


0 PASS}THE? 
[resr 


Curiously, 
despite 
Natica’s 
harsh 
words... 


It was likely 
because much 
of her criticism 
was well- 
founded... 


because 
she had not 
touched on 
the mixed 
heritage 
ofher 
groupmates. 


! 


COLLEGIATE 
ONLY THREE 
COPIES LEFT 
ON THE SHELF. 
ONE FOR EACH 
OF US 


iu ut 
ze 
5a 
oan] 
Ke) 
tg 


4 
/ 


IT’S TRUE 
THEY’RE 
ALL GONE 


LOTS OF 
COPIES OF 


(4 I CAME TO SEE 


| IF YOU WERE ia 
concours || HOLD IT °/ ieee 
SM AND HERE I FIND f 
| YOU SHARING RIGHT CAN EACH 


RESOURCES?! THERE / 
} | 


TAKE ONE. 


——— 


spr 
yo TES 
oS 


BUT THERE’RE 
THREE COPIES, 
AND THREE 
ir GROUPS THAT 


WORKS OUT NEED ONE. 
PERFECTLY. 


mr NITWIT! WE CAN 

aE y SEARCH MORE 

READY im QUICKLY WITH 

IS THE = THREE COPIES! 
LOGICAL 
CHOICE! 


WE'RE NOT |} | cg WELL, WHAT 
READING AT [} ABOUT THE 
OUR DESK. ( THEY MIGHT NeW LUCENT 
CONTAIN F 
cies, AND NAYA? WE 
| Taare CAN TAKE ONE 
WHAT KIND : irate. OF EACH 
OF FOOL 
GOES OUT star T 
OF HIS WAY a 
TO GIVE 
THEM UP?! 


WHY ABANDON 
YOUR OWN 
FOR AN 
OPPONENT?! 
YOU'RE 
SABATOGING 
YOURSELF! 


7 | 
| 
| AM fl \ | ‘ 


We 


SIMMER 
DOWN, 


I DON’T SEE 
WHAT’S SO 


pian \ Wa THEY NEED 


COPIES, TOO. 
WE CAN EACH 
TAKE ONE! 


ee | 
ws hw | f 


FOOLISH 
ABOUT IT. 


IT’LL ONLY 
TAKE A 
MOMENT. 
EVERYONE 
CAN JUST 
SIT TIGHT, 
Y'KNOW? 


BUT IT 
WOULD BE 
IRRESPONSIBLE 
NOT TO PREPARE 
FOR EVERY 
EVENTUALITY. 


TAKE A 
LOOK UP 
AT THE 
GALLERY. 


WELL, OF 
COURSE T’LL 


FIND THE 
ANSWER 
WITH MY 


NATICA? 
LET’S HAVE A 
LITTLE CHAT 
OVER THERE, 


MEANING 
OF THIS?! 


WITH YOUR 
BRAIN, WE 
REALLY ONLY 
NEED ONE EN- 
CYCLOPEDIA, 
RIGHT? 


GET AWAY. 
YOU STINK. 
I HATE 


WE ARRIVED 
FIRST AND 
SECURED THREE 
COPIES FOR OUR 
THREE GROUP 
MEMBERS. 


I AM NOT 
DOING THIS 
SIMPLY TO 
BE CRUEL. 


THIS IS 
AN EXAM, 
THERE’S 
NO REASON 
FOR US TO 
GIVE THEM 
UP. 


AND 5 | 
THERE’S Ne SEE THE 


ANOTHER a ¢ a KAFNA UP 
ONE. s S| 4 THERE? 


AND WAY 
IN THE 
BACK, 
TOO. 


WATCHING FOR 


HOW DO CHEATERS, THEY'VE BEEN 
OU CHEA OBVIOUSLY. WATCHING US ALL 
on A al EVER SINCE WE 
LIKE THIS? WALKED IN THE 
, DOOR, 
Eve 
a yirerent 


task. 


IF YA ASK ME 
THE KAFNA 
DESIGNED Poh AND OUR ANSWER 
ay: a ileRes ya | OMY THING 
ONLY THREE | | 
MANY copies «COPIES eee 
THEY’D NEED AVAIL 


ABLE? 


TO PREPARE, 
Y'KNOW? 


WE GOTTA 
—| HAVETHE 
COLLEGIATE. 


WHAT IF 
THEY ONLY 
PUT THREE 

ON THE 

SHELF ON 
PURPOSE? 


OF COURSE, IF WE SHARE 
THAT’S FOR OUR INSTEAD OF 
ILLUSTRIOUS HOARDING 
GROUP LEADER THEM ALL TO 
TO DECIDE! OURSELVES, IT 
MIGHT WORK 
OUT IN OUR 
FAVOR. 


anne 4 ~OHGGA! 
HOLD IT. 24 LISTEN, I 


COME OVER —)  THINK- 
HERE FIRST. le 


DON’T 
YOU THINK 


eee BUT, 
THEO... 


OUR GROUP 
DAS 4S LEADER IS 

EVEN IFIT aS <7 | GIVING ALL 
MEANS SHE’S | WK =] sues Got 

ACCUSED A SO THAT THE 


OF PLAYING ) | THREE OF US 
FOUL! EVEN , CAN PASS! 


IF SHE HAS 
TO CLAW 
HER WAY TO 
THE TOP! 


TESTS ARE [=a 
ABOUT DOING [aa 
WHATEVER 
IT TAKES TO 
SUCCEED! 


naTICA’S «= \ 74} | BUT HEY, 
NOT QUITE CHECK IT 
AS COLD AS 
SHE SEEMS, ) 
Y'KNOW? | TM ACTING 
ALL SANC- 
TIMONIOUS 
WHEN I CAN'T 
EVEN PULL MY 
OWN WEIGHT. 


SEE? SHE 
PUTS ON A 
BIG SHOW, 

BUT REALLY, 
SHE’S A 
SOFTIE. 


5 ide; 
Prickly OUesio? 
squishy inside: 


COPIES OF 
THE NAYA 
AND NEW 
LUCENT. 


FORGET 
IT. LET’S 


UM! I’M 
SORRY 
I HELD 
THINGS 
UP! 


HAAAH... 
WHAT A 
WASTE OF 
PRECIOUS 


BUT IT 
WOULD SEEM 
SHE’S NOT 
AS FEATHER- 
BRAINED AS 
SHE LOOKS. 


AygS: 
! EQATELUSH TCHED. 


RACTI 


BE SWAYED B 
EMOTION... 


THAT LINE 
ABOUT 
HOW WE‘LL 
BE GRADED 
PROBABLY 
CAME OUT. 
OF THIN 

AIR. 


Ten minutes later... 


LOTS THAT 
LOOK KINDA 
SIMILAR, BUT 
THEY’RE NOT 


YOU 
FINISHED 


COURSE, 
THIS IS 
A TASK THE KAFNA 
OF SUCH EXAM. 
SIMPLICITY 
WOULD BE 
UNBECOMING. 


NOT ON THE 
HUNT FOR 
AN OBSCURE 
LANGUAGE. 


WE'RE 
AFTER A 
TYPEFACE. 


«HAD 
THIS BEEN 
A WRITING 

SYSTEM 
OF ONE OF 
THE MINOR 

RACES. 


WHOA! HAVE 
YOU FIGURED 
OUT WHAT IT 
IS, NATICA?! 


I'D HOPED 
WE MIGHT 
GET LUCKY. 
IT WOULD 
HAVE BEEN 
FAR EASIER... 


BUT IF IT’S 
NOT ONE OF 

THE MINOR 
LANGUAGES... 


Ready legibility 

and optimal use 

of an inherently 
limited space were 


primary concerns me ei 
in the development The advent of 


intt countless 
Each of printing letterpress printing 


. andcast-metal variations. 
attempt _ techniques. Thus, | 


e usheredina 
to letterforms were typ 


‘ new era of more 
address adjusted to be f 


these compact and easily standardized 
, ; letterforms. Which 
issues recognized. : 
shapes prevailed 
resulted 
: was not a matter of 
e happenstance. 


typeface. 


AND UNTIL THE 
ADVENT OF LETTERPRESS, 
SOME 391 YEARS AGO, A 
SINGLE LANGUAGE COULD 
HAVE BEEN WRITTEN IN 
COUNTLESS WAYS, WITH 
VARIATIONS FROM THE 
SCRIBE’S OWN 
QUIRKS OR 
FLOURISHES. 


EVEN FOR A FLUENT 
READER OF HYRON 
LIKE MYSELF, THE 

VAST MAJORITY 
OF HANDWRITING 
STYLES IN EXISTENCE 
WOULD PROVE QUITE 
DIFFICULT TO READ. 


«sNOT ONLY 
MUST WE 
IDENTIFY AND 
CONVERT IT 
TO A MODERN 
FORM... 


oe WE WILL ALSO 
NEED TO TRANSLATE 
IT INTO A LANGUAGE 

WE UNDERSTAND. 


LET’S GO FETCH 
REFERENCES 
WE CAN USE TO 
LOOK UP PAST 
LETTERFORMS. 


FURTHER- 
MORE, IF THIS 
HANDWRITING 

IS NEITHER 

HYRON NOR 

CREYAK... 


SERI- 
OUSLY? 


IF WE 
DON’T DO 
SOME- 
THING... 


ooo WE'RE 
GOING 
TO FAIL 

BECAUSE 
OF ME! 


SO MANY 
VARIATIONS, 
EACH 
CAREFULLY 
ANALYZED. 


AND WE’LL 
TAKE SOME 
KOKOPAH 
SAMPLES, 


THERE’S NO 
WAY IT’S 
KOKOPAH! 


ANN \\ 


LAN 


i 


\ 
)\ 


THE KADOE 
WRITE 
VERTICALLY. 
I DON’T 
THINK WE 


THE THREE 
LINGUISTIC 
PILLARS: RAKTA, 
HAUPI, AND 
HYRON. 


ALL RIGHT, 
THEN. NEXT, 
WE CAN’T I’LL GO FIND 
AFFORD |}\\ A GUIDE TO 
Tope | ROULETTES. 
NS MISSING ANY 
4 POTENTIAL 
RESOURCES, 


YOU SHOULD SEND ME 
TWILL BE HERE. OR THEO 
“4 YOURETHE §=©—FOR THAT! 
oo FASTEST AT 
ASCERTAIN 2 
WE ARE : SKIMMING THE 
or ENTRIES! 


IT’S MY 
FAULT. I 
NOT THE ME, HAVE NO GETTING 
CONTRIB- FEELING... 
UTE. 


vee THAT 
| {(E WE'RE 
SHE’S NOT Ne GOING TO 
SAFE. SHE'S : : N FAIL BASED 
EXCESSIVE. ON TIME. 


REALLY, WE 
NEED TO 
BE PULLING 
HER ALONG. 
WE HAVE TO 
DIRECT HER 
EFFORTS. 


ABILITY LIKE 
HERS SHINES 
MOST BRIGHTLY 
WHEN IT’S 
NEXT TO OTHER | [A 
CAPABLE A TEST LIKE 
INDIVIDUALS. THIS IS ALMOST 
IMPOSSIBLE FOR 
SHE HER KIND OF 


ISN'T WELL 
SUITED TO A PERSONALITY. 


LEADERSHIP 


UM, I 
MEAN, 
JUST A 

THOUGHT, 
Y'KNOW? 


YOU'RE PART 
CREYAK, SO YOU 
START WITH THE 

CREYAK ONES. 


HERE. GUIDES 

TO ROULETTES 

USED BY EACH 
RACE. 


NO! WHAT 
IF WE PICK 
THE WRONG 


WE DON’T 
HAVE THAT 
KIND OF TIME. 
SHOULDN'T WE 
NARROW IT 
DOWN TO ONE 
LANGUAGE? 


LOOK. THE 
FIRST LETTER 
OF THE PAGE IS 


AND THE TWO 
COLUMNS, 


AND AS 
FOR THE 
TYPEFACES... 


I’LL TAKE 
RAKTA, AND 
YOU TAKE 


THIS SEEMS 

LIKE RAKTA 

WRITING TO 
ME. 


I THINK 
WE SHOULD 
FOCUS ON 


SPLIT DOWN 
THE MIDDLE. 
THAT’S HOW 


LARGER THAN 
THE REST. THAT’S 


CHARACTERISTIC 


RAKTA BOOKS OF RAKTA 


EVERY BOOK 
ON THE 
CONTINENT HAS 
SOME TRACE 
OF RAKTA 
INFLUENCE. SO 
WE CAN’T BE 
CERTAIN. 


THE RAKTA 
ARE THE 
DRIVING FORCE 
OF WRITTEN 
CIVILIZATION. 


THEY DEVELOPED 
BOUND BOOKS 
IN A TIME WHEN 
SCROLLS WERE 
THE NORM. AND 
THEY INVENTED 

THE FIRST 
PRESSES, TOO. 


PI{ WAN TBTO, 
(USERTHE{CLUES 
pel HAVE AND 


1 TM BEING 
NAIVE, AND 
THAT WILL BE 
THE END OF 


ALL POSSIBILITIES 
EQUALLY. EVEN IF IT 


“I DON’T EVEN 
HAVE ENOUGH 
KNOWLEDGE 
TO TAKE ON 
THE MANTLE OF 
RESPONSIBILITY! 


j-:? 


BUT IT/S1A| er 

DESIGNED, 
COMPLETEDJUNDER) 

A TIME LIMITALTS 


CM SHOULD BE MORE; 


COULD HAVE | 


FINISHED. | 


BUT I 
LOOKED IT 
OVER! NO 
MATCHES! 


THERE’S 
NO POSSI- 
BILITY... 


«YOU 
COULD HAVE 
MISSED IT IN 

THERE? 


HYRON 
REFERENCE 
BOOK ONE, 
FINISHED! 


PASS IT 
THIS WAY. 
I'LL DOUBLE- 
CHECK WHEN 
I’M DONE 
WITH MINE. 


ARE YOU 
CERTAIN? 


— 


Se 


. 


I ALREADY 
DID sO 
POORLY 
ON THE 

FIRST TWO 
STAGES. 


7 


DOES 
IT EVEN 
MATTER. 
WHY EVEN 
TRY? 


ig 


COURSE 
I’M NOT 
GONNA 
MAKE | 
THERE WAS 
NO WAY 
I‘D EVER 
BECOME A 
KAFNA. 


I WANNA 
GO HOME. 


OF COURSE 
I WAS NEVER 
GONNA BE A 
KAFNA! 


TRIVIALIZE 
YOURSELF. 


Bioomoroenance rss: 


ee 


- _ THERE'S 


——— ALWAYS A 


OW 
YOU. START. 


= CRYING AND- 


_ __ BEGGING. —_ 


BE SOME,CLUE! 
SOME WAY TO.» 
_ ENSURE THES: 
“PROBLEM CAN. 


ea 


pee >f) 


GEl 


Nese 


THE'FIR: 


AN AVA 


PLACE. 


THIS [SN’T 
HAND- 
WRITTEN! 


IT’S 
PRINTED. 
WITH A 
WOOD- 
BLOCK! 


WHAT 
WAS 
THAT?! 


PART OF THE 


WOODBLOCK 
MUST HAVE 

BEEN GOUGED LOOK! THE 
SOMEHOW, AND WRITING’S 

IT COULDN'T IRREGULA Z 

CARRY INK TO . ses WE a ad 

THE PAGE! ASSUMED IT | ~ 
HAD TO BE 


BY HAND... 


- 


RAKTA AND 
KADOE HAVE 
A HISTORY 
“OF RELIEF .. 


The use of 


AND carved wooden »»BUT THIS 
te boards with BIT OF 
KADOE I raised letters MISSING 
ai, WRITTEN to apply ink INK SAYS 
fur CALLY... topaper.A OTHERWISE! 
IE... predecessor of 


‘movable type. 


NO. THIS 
IS BIG. IN 
NATICA’S 

MIND, 

WE’LL HAVE 

NARROWED 
DOWN THE 


POSSIBILI- 
a nr 
WE'RE OUT TO RAKTA 
OF THE TYPEFACES 
WOODS AND 


YET.«. ROULETTES! 


NATICA, I 
CAN'T SAY 
DECISIVELY 
THAT IT’S 
A WOOD- 
BLOCK... 


PRIORITIZE BUT IS IT 
| RAIA! ALL RIGHT IF 
a WE PROCEED 
i ASSUMING 
= IT’S RAKTA? 


IT’S THE ONLY 
STILL PROBLEM 
A RACE IS, AS THE 
AGAINST CULTURE THAT 
THE INVENTED 
CLOCK. BOOKS, RAKTA 
HAS A HUGE 
ARRAY OF 
TYPEFACES. 


\f WE STILL 
\ NEED 

\ f ANOTHER 
/  BREAK- 

THROUGH, 


I’M SURE 
THERE MUST 
BE OTHER 


THERE'S CLUES... 


ALWAYS A 
SOLUTION 
HIDING 
NEARBY.” 


Pees Cs RRs Rees Ree Sates Eas eee Beene f oketew roommate 


a 


coe fe 
tare Comets econ 


i 


. 


panies: 


outs 


sat 


ze 


ery le oie ees 


OH, UM, 
SORRY TO 
BOTHER 
YOU, BUT... 


THIS SCRIPT. 


IT’S AN 
OLD FORM 
OF RAKTA 
YOU 
WOULDN'T WRITING. 
HAPPEN TO 
KNOW WHAT 
IT’S CALLED, 


WOULD YOU? 


best 


: 


HE’S 
ASKING 
ANOTHER 
GROUP 
FOR 
HELP! 


IT’S SO 
OBVIOUS! 
TO LEARN 

ABOUT 

RAKTA 
WRITING, 

ASK A 


DO YOU 
PRESUME 
EVERY RAKTA 
IS VERSED 
IN EVERY 
ANCIENT 
TYPEFACE? 


WHAT...? 


BEAUTIFUL 
AND ALL... 


THOUGHT, 
YOU 
KNOW... 


i 


I MEAN! 
YOU ARE 
BEAUTI- 
9 FUL, 
AL BUT...! 
I WAS MANA! 
TALKING 
ABOUT 
YOUR 
MANA! 


WE 
BROUGHT 


Wi, 
GZ 
“lize 


BUT THE 

BLOND- 

HAIRED 
KID LET US 
HAVE ONE 
OF HIS! 


willy y 


OH! WOW! 
THANK YOU 


CALLIGRAPHY. 
IT WAS IN 
CYCLE OF 30 
ANTECEDENT 
ISLE, 


\WMAKINQ@RROGRESS; 


ARE [A \) i" 7 


HEY, 


YOU NATICA! 
WE GOT 
THE NAME 
i OF THE 


TYPEFACE! 


ASKED 


NOW WHAT = ANOTHER 
YOU’RE POSSESSED GROUP?! / 
BREAKING YOU TO DO 
RULES! THAT?! 


THEY NEVER 
SPECIFIED THAT 
WE COULDN'T 
TALK TO OTHER 
GROUPS. 


I DIDN'T 
SENSE ANY 


STERN 
GAZES ON 
US WHEN 
THEO WENT 
OVER. 


THAT’s GAZES?! | 


HOW YOU 
GAUGE 
THESE 

THINGS?! 


WELL, ALL 
WE HAVE 
TO DO IS 


FAIL THIS 
STAGE 
BECAUSE 
OF WHAT 
YOU 
DID...! 


WHO'S TO 
SAY THAT 
GIRL ISN’T 
FEEDING 
US LIES 
TO BEGIN 


CHECK! , ‘@| wourovt) i you WITH?! 


SHE’S NOT 
LIKE THAT. gids 
AT LEAST, I = 


DON’T THINK A JUST 
LIKE 
THAT?! 


NO ONE’S 


GONNA GET 
ANGRY AT 
US FOR 
COOPERATING 
WITH OTHER 
AND THE GROUPS. 
RAKTA GIRL 
WASN’T LYING, 


Y'KNOW? 


TRUST ME. 
I CAN TELL, 
Y'KNOW? 


THEY COULD DO YOU 
BE WAITING KNOW 
TO INFORM FOR 
US THAT SURE?! 
WE'VE BEEN 
PENALIZED. 


I’M REAL 
GOOD AT 
TELLING 

WHERE 

PEOPLE ARE 

LOOKING. 


AND IF SOME 
NITWIT FROM 


ANOTHER 
WHEN A GROUP CAME 
SOMEONE HAS SS TO ME, I SURE 
THEIR EYES ON WOULDN'T 
ME, I KNOW GIVE AWAY THE 
RIGHT AWAY. ANSWER! 


TAKE EARLIER, 
m) WHEN YOU WERE 
a BOUT TO 
aie Ge START RUNNING 
ey f THROUGH THE 
§ 7 LIBRARY. I COULD 
THIS TIME. IS FEEL A KAFNA‘S 


STERN EYES ON 
US, LIKE SHE WAS 
\ GONNA DEDUCT 
POINTS. 


IT’S NOT 
A RELIABLE 
SOURCE OF 
INFORMA- 
TION. 


I WAS LINED 
UP AT THE 
VERY BACK! 
THERE’S NO 
WAY SHE 
COULD HAVE 


SEEN ME! — 


IF YOU LEARN 


TO WATCH 


PEOPLE’S EYES, 
YOU FIND OUT 
A LOT ABOUT 
WHAT THEY’RE 


THINKING. 


SURE. 
THAT. BUT I'VE FELT 
YOU CAN'T PEOPLE 

GLEAN WATCHING 
ANYTHING ME BEFORE. 

FROM IT. 


NO? 
TING i LEMME SEE... 
FIGURE OUT REMEMBER 
WHO WAS WHEN WE 
FEELING WERE WALK- 
THE TYPE ANXIOUS ING OUTSIDE? 
OF GAZE = ABOUT YOU WERE 
THAT COULD THE TEST. GLANCING 
PENETRATE AROUND THE 
STONE. WHOLE TIME, 
CLASSIC MISS SHIFTY 
NATICA. EYES. 


THAT’S 

WHY I 

CAME 
OVER TO 
TALK! 


<= 5 


THEO’S GAZE, 
ON THE OTHER 
HAND, WAS 


FULL OF 


CURIOSITY! 


LIES ARE 
ESPECIALLY 
EASY TO 
DETECT. 


ANYWAY, YOU 


SURE MADE 
THE RIGHT 
CHOICE WITH 
THAT RAKTA 
CUTIE, THEO! 


PRESENT IN 
EVERYTHING, 
| DOES THAT 
/4 \\ MEAN IT’S 
THERE IN EACH 
PERSON’S 
GAZE, TOO?. * 


rc og a ISN'T THE 
a ‘ bane cian, - SLIGHTEST 
MONUMENT To SHIGHTESI 
I’D SAY : CONFIDENCE. 
UNCERTAINTY 
SHE’S THE << TO HER, THE “WN THOSE 
KAFNA EXAM IS 'NTHO 
MOST JUST A MINOR 
CAPABLE «< WAYPOINT ON 
EXAMINEE THE ROAD 
WERE, < AHEAD. 
Y'KNOW? 


HERE’S THE 
ROULETTE! 


A PATTERN 
CALLED 


THE BOOK IS \ \ 
DEFINITELY  \- 
WRITTEN IN 
HUKMA CAL- 
LIGRAPHY. 


ALL WE HAVE 
TO DO NOW 
IS CONVERT 
THE SCRIPT 
INTO MODERN 
RAKTA! 


SHE REALLY" 


A: ¢' __ KNEW?! AT A 
» GLANCE?! THERE 
WHO. ARE WAY TOO _ \ 
IS% | / MANY TYPEFACES 
THAT : OUT THERE, EVEN 


w\ 


FOR A NATIVE 


GIRLZ! SPEAKER! 


Bae OM 
YOU THIS 
Page WOULD 
MADE IT! HAPPEN! 


THIS IS ALL 
BECAUSE YOU 
TWO WOULDN'T 
FOLLOW MY 
DIRECTIONS! 


I’M STARTING 
THE CONVER- 


EITHER OF 
YOU READ 
RAKTA?! 


JUST THE 
BASICS! 


I'LL START 
WITH THE 
LEFT HALF. 
YOU TWO 
WORK ON 


TIME 
LIMITS 
MIGHT 

VARY BY 


IT'S A 


THE 


WELL- TEST.+. 
KNOWN 
BOOK. IT ae 
HAS TO DESIGNED 
BE! WITH 
A TIME 
LIMIT. 


AND IF ONLY ONE 


St V NES a SIDE OF THE PAGE 
TRANSLATE IS PRINTED, IT’S 
PROBABLY THE 
THE FIRST FEW Ei aeopilc 
eel THE STORY! 
KNOW WHAT 


BOOK IT IS/ 


BUT IT’S 
COMMON 


— eS 


Wy FOR WOOD- 
=~ \\ D> ye BLOCK 
\ Al | Tl’ bE sas PRINTING 
y TO USE 
: ONLY ONE 


BE ABLE 7)” IF 1’M WRONG, 


To! WE KEEP 
TRANSLATING. 
WE DON’T HAVE 
ANYTHING TO 


LOSE. 


LOOK FOR 
NOUNS! 


THIS STRING 
APPEARS 
OFTEN. 
MUST 
BE THE 
PREDICATE. 


I HAVEN’T 


GOT A CLUE! ~ 


FINE. 


LETS: DO 


"ty \ 
\ i 


\ 


Wy, 


I BELIEVE 
IN YOU 
BOTH! 


I THINK 
THIS 
ONE’S 
4 “CLOTH.” 


SS. THAT’S HOW 
LEGEND 
OF THE 
IMMORTAL 
WARRIOR 
STARTS! 
BY TOSHI 


Uj NEZUCHA! 


A BOOK THAT 
BEGINS WITH 
A DRAPER... 

RECOUNTING AN 

OLD TALE TO A 

SOLDIER... 


AND THE DATE IT 
WAS WRITTEN WOULD 
CORRESPOND TO THE 
ERA OF WOODBLOCK 

PRINTS! 


DID YOU 
FIGURE 
IT OUT?! 


BUT 
THERE ARE 
SO MANY 
SOLDIERS 
; AND 
DRAP- 
ERS... 


PLEASE, 
NATICA! 


WE HAVE 


WORRY, 
FATHER. 


MY DEAR 
NATICA... 


LISTEN TO 
ME, MY 


DEAR. I WILL BE 


A KAFNA. 
I SWEAR 
IT. 


YOU ARE SO 
TALENTED... 


THERE 
ARE 
TIMES... 


f 


vee WHEN WE igs 
FECSIVE EARNINGS 
WHEN WE BUT WILL SUFFICE 
MUST HAVE YOUR oe peek 
FAITH AND CAUTION ST, 
TAKE THE WEIGHS FATHER. 
PLUNGE id 
FROM ON . 


HIGH. 754 


SSS 


BE VIGILANT, 
FOR THE EXAM 
WILL SURELY BE 
ONE OF THOSE 
TIMES. 
WARRIOR, 
BY TOSHI 
NEZUCHA... 


Yuk 
x~Oe& 
Sas 
aos 
wa 
p= 1 

-~ 


BINDING 

DATES TO 

THE CYCLE 
OF 210 


T REGRET 
TO INFORM 
THAT YOU 
DID NOT... 


++eFINISH 


WITHIN THE 

TIME LIMIT. 

YOU HAVE 
FAILED. 


eeececisotiinisioepe: 


er SK 3 i s 
_ 


- 
Fam 


NN 


I’M 
TRULY 
SORRY! 


WE FAILED 
BECAUSE 
I WASN’T 
UP TO THE 
TASK. 


MAYBE THE 
WORK I PUT 
IN WASN’T 
ENOUGH... 


- BUT... 


I’M THE 
ONE WHO 
DIDN'T 
HELP! 


THAT’S 
NOT 
TRUE. 


YOU KEPT 
THE THREE OF 
US WORKING 
TOGETHER. 


one 


INANE YOUR. 
REASON FOR. 


WANTING TO 


BE A KAFNA 


JUSTHOW 


_YOUR HAPPY 


/AMLET, YOU 


CAN KNEEL, © 


BEG MY FOR- 


-GIVENESS... 


REALLY IS. 


vvePRETEND 
THE REASON ' 

I WANTED TO - ONE THING 
BECOME A (2 YOU ASKED 
KAFNA WAS THAT I 

INANE. CANNOT 


DO. 


I KNOW THE 
FEELING IN 
MY HEART 

IS REAL. 


DARED TO 
DREAM |S 
ANYTHING 
BUT SILLY. 


y APOLOGIZE. 41 | SORRY eee 


aa Ke TOO, EXCEPTION 
NATICA. E 


MY WRITTEN 
EXAM AND 
INTERVIEW 

WENT 

PERFECTLY. | 

FAILING HERE | f.—~ 

DOESN'T 39s FR val OFFER 

AFFECT MY del 

CHANCES. | APOLOGIES. 


AND... 


«eel PROB- 
ABLY,,. e 


+s WOULDN'T 
HAVE FOUND 
THE ANSWER 
ON MY OWN. 


THIS 
IS ALL 
YOUR 

FAULT/! 


THIS WAS 
MY LAST 
CHANCE, 
YOU 
KNOW?! 


STUPID! , 


I HAD TO 
PASS THIS 
YEAR, AND 


YOU WENT 
AND BLEW 
IT FOR 
ME! 


soma eONS fy \S L UNDERSTAND 


A WOMAN GAINS ‘ \Y HOW SHE FEELS. 


WHEN HOPE IS 
FROM CHANCE o ; 
TO STUDY, SHE ft | LOST, IT’S EASY 


MUST ALSO TO IGNORE OUR 


SUFFER. ‘ OWN SHORTCOM- 


INGS AND BLAME 


BUT IF SHE ‘\ OTHERS. 
FAILS, SHE’LL 
BEREGARDED | 
AS A NUISANCE deh 
IN SOCIETY, fs A KAENA, IT 
TOO FULL OF | S| WILL ALL BE 
PRIDE FORHER ACORN wort tt. 
OWN GOOD. / 


—— T 
& 


THE 
OUTCOME 
OF THE TEST 
SETS OUR 


COURSE IN 
THAT |S LIFE. 


WHAT'S AT 
STAKE. ps 


roe HEY, 
BUT 
/ 
you ¥ RELEASE STILL! 
Two i ME THIS 
ARE THE 4 INSTANT! 
BEST! 
WE MAY NOT 
HAVE PASSED, Q 
BUT I’M REALLY 
GLAD I GOT TO U 
BE A PART OF \ 
THIS GROUP, 


Y’KNOW?! 


...was designed 


with failure in 
mind. Necessary 
resources were 
intentionally 
Scarce, such that 
no group would 
manage to finish 


Though 
finding the 
solution ts 
of course 
critical... 


the 
kafna 


knew... 


...that the 
process by 
which is tt 
found is 
equally so. 


In truth, 
this third 
stage 
exam... 


Me 


le: 
PEWS 
the role. 


And in the end, 
when told they’a 
been unable 
to meet the 

\vequirements... 


...of any one Because no 
individual’s matter the 
talents... extent... 


oto work 


And thus 


the Kafna 


Exam... 
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[Author] The Rakta People [Date] 758 Years Ago 


One of the Seven Seminal Scripts. 
Along-count calendar devised by the Rakta. 

Completion of the Allameynk saw a shift from a simple heliacal calendar to amore 
accurate dual-calendar system based on the movement of the world’s two moons. 
The Allameynk includes an accurate extrapolation spanning hundreds of years 
from its date of creation, even accounting for leap years. However, it abruptly 
comes to an end on its 763th repetition, fueling modern superstition that the 
world may be counting down its final years. 


SAG YOKE 
eFou 


55: 


kG 
SAXBN SE 
4 : 


One of the Seven Seminal Scripts. 
The world’s first printed novel, produced using cast-metal moveable 
type devised by the noted metalsmith Tsune Shiro. 

The story itselfis somewhat aimless—not much more than a practice 
exercise penned for the purpose of testing the new printing method. 
But Shiro’s voyage singlehandedly transformed books from an item 

enjoyed by a privileged few into something accessible to all the 
continent’s people. 


SOMEONE 
NEEDS TO BE 
PUNISHED. 


WHAT DO 
I INTEND, 
YOU ASK? 


I’M GOING 
TO SEAL 
YOU AWAY 
INSIDE. 


-+e WALLOWING 
IN REGRET OVER 
ALL THE AWFUL, 
NAUGHTY THINGS 

YOU'VE DONE. 


A CITLAPOL- 
AN “UNPAINTED 
WANDERER.” 


CREATURES 
BORN PERFECTLY 


WHITE. VESSELS 
PURE ENOUGH TO 
HOUSE UNTOLD 
QUANTITIES OF 
MANA. 


YOULL 
SPEND 
THE REST 
OF YOUR 
DAYS ASA 
COMMON 
BEAST... 


See 


143 


THE NEXT 
TIME OUR 
PATHS 


WAM 
Baldo WAS 


THIS WHOLE 

SITUATION 15 \f 

UNDENIABLY 
VEXING. 


DELIVERANCE 
CAME JUST AS 
THE END SEEMED 
NEAR, WHEN I’D 
ALMOST LOST 
SIGHT OF WHO I 
AM, IMPRISONED 
IN THIS BESTIAL 


I THINK 
THIS IS 
THE RIGHT 
ROOM... 


I WONDER 
WHEN MY 
SWEET 
PRINCE 
SHALL 
RETURN? 


THANKS 
FOR 
LOOKING 
AFTER 
THE 
ROOM! 


MASTER 
GANAN SAID I 
SHOULD CUT 
THAT OUT, 
Y’KNOW. 


AH, BUT 
ALL IS NOT 
LOST. 


LONG AS NO 
ONE ELSE IS 
AROUND... 


LET'S GO 
SEE THE 
CITY OF 
BOOKS! 
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ae 


Be 


wooooow! 


one 


IT’S ALMOST 
SUNSET, BUT 
THE CITY IS 
STILL BRIGHT 
AND LIVELY. 


by f\ 
ig 
op 


THIS MUST BE 

HOW PEOPLE 

ENJOY THEM- 
SELVES IN 
THE CITY... 


THAT MAN’S 
SITTING 
WITH A 

BOOK AND 

A CUP OF 


I GUESS 


THAT’S A 
SPIRIT. 


SD 


i! SY 
ELL 
<7 


I STARTED 
TO FEEL 


| “ALL THOSE 


yy 
Co 


We : 3 


BUTHERE: 
AMONGIPEOPUE 
FAMILIARWITH 
t= PARTICULARLYA <=“ HE{OTHER, 
"UNUSUALR| «I = > RACES 


BECAUSE 
OF WHICH 
BLOODS 
ARE MIXED 
IN ME. 
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YOU 
THERE, 


PD) LAD! IN 
I’M BEING PECCABLE 


T'LLHIDE EX CHASED BY |} . TIMING! 


IN THE 
BUSHES. 


LIKE THE 
BEGINNING 
OF AN 
ADVENTURE 
TALE. 


I HAVE 

TO KEEP 
HER 

SAFE! 


YOU DIDN'T 
HAPPEN TO SEE 
A DEATHLY PALE 

OLD WOMAN, 

DID YOU? 


WE SHOULD 
HEAD BACK, 
HUH, UIRA? 


«AND MEET 
UP WITH 
MASTER 
GANAN 

TOMORROW. 


THEY KEEP THE 
DORMITORIES 
OPEN FOR US 
FOR ONE LAST 
NIGHT. WE’LL 
MAKE USE OF 


. AS 
BUT I'VE 


STILL SO 

GOT MY MANY PLACES 
GRADUATION e WANTED 

CEREMONY .»e AND THE TO SEE. THE 


oe AND I'M TO LOOK 

ALREADY FORWARD 
ON A TIGHT TO... 
BUDGET FOR 

THIS TRIP. 


PRINTERY... 
T'S A SHAME © MUSECM OF 


WE HAVE TO 
GET HOME. 


veo _ 7] JUST THINK, 


IF I EVER 
WORD | MANAGED... 


«TO 
BECOME 
A KAFNA, 
I'D GET 

TO LIVE IN 
THIS CITY. 


; OH 
® DEAR... 


> a ‘ 
ee NOTHIN 


I’M. oe 
I’M 
SORRY! 


BUT IT’S 
IMPORTANT 


I WAS JUST 
OUT FOR 


TO RETURN 
A LITTLE YOUR BOOKS 
WALK. ON TIME 
WHEN YOU'RE YOU KNOW! 
MY AGE, PEOPLE 
ee GET AWFUL | 
FUSSY, SAYIN 
RELATIVE ; 
IT’S NOT SAFE 
OF ONE OF AND TO STAY 
THOSE TWO 
AT HOME. 


KAFNA? 


I MEAN, 
ICAN 

SYMPATHIZE my 

WITH HER ‘ THEY 
FAMILY’S ie AREN'T 
CONCERN. CHASIN’ 

ME OVER 
SOME 

OVERDUE 

BOOK! 


\\) I THINK 
veBUT WSS “is 


I’D STILL 
APPRECIATE poder lead 
SOME 
COMMON 
COURTESY. 


DISTANT 
IN AGE.” 


AS 
SPOKEN 
BY KEN 
KHLOE! 


AHEM! YOUNG 
MAN, WOULD YOU 
BE SO KIND AS TO 
JOIN THIS POOR 
OLD WOMAN ON 
HER EVENING 
STROLL, THE ONLY 
PLEASURE OF HER 
WEARY LIFE? 


AIN’T LIKE 
COUNTRY 
FOLK HAVE 
MUCH TO DO 
WHEN THEY 
VISIT THE 
CITY. 


YOU CAN 
JOIN ME ON 
MY WALK. 


“BE THOU 
ALWAYS 
POLITE, NO 
MATTER HOW 
CLOSE IN 
HEART...” 


YOU THINK 
YOU ARE, 
QUOTING 
WORDS OF 
THE WISE 

TO ME? 


wow! I 


WOULD’VE 
NEVER IMAGINED 
I HAVE A HAPPY SUCH A LOVELY 
NAME, YOU YOU CAME : PATH RIGHT 
KNOW. ALONG OFF THE MAIN 
IT’S THEO NOW, BOULEVARD! 


FUMIS. LAD? 


YOURS? 


BUT THAT 
SEEMS SO 


FAILED 
MISERABLY. 


I COULDN'T 
FINISH ALL 
OF THE 
WRITTEN 
QUESTIONS 


OR THE 
DURING THE 
INTERVIEW PRACTICAL 


LSTARTED , JEST. 
CRYING... |S 


egy 


Meena 
Lies 


THAT’S VERY 
KIND OF YOU 
TO SAY. 


YOU'VE os 
GOTA |S ee 
DREAM... FO. S| 


vs OF 
BECOMING 
A KAFNA, 

DON’T 
YOU? 


I FANCY A LAD 
LIKE YOU MUST 
BE HERE IN THE 
CITY TO TAKE 
THE KAFNA 
EXAM, HM? 


IT’S 
WRITTEN 
ALL OVER 
YOU LIKE 
FRUIT IN AN 
ORCHARD. 


WELL, NOW, 
A FEW TEARS 
SHOULDN'T 
AFFECT YOUR 
EVALUATION. 


BUT IT 
TAUGHT ME 
JUST HOW 
AMAZING THE 
KAFNA ARE. 
THEY ALL 
MANAGED 

THAT 

EXAM. 


HOW DID 


TM I’M NOT YOU.,.? 
STARTING SURE IF 
TO GET THE TLL TRY 
FEELING THAT AGAIN. 
“DREAM” 
ISN'T THE 
ea IT’S QUITE 
A LOT OF 
MONEY FOR 


ME, AND... 


THE DETAILS ? 

OF THE JOB BECOMING 

COME DOWN WELL AS A A KAENA IS 
TO WHICH OF POINT OF A WAYPOINT 


THE TWELVE DEPARTURE. ALONG THE 
OFFICES YOU'RE r ROAD... 
ASSIGNED Le 


--BUT I HADN’T 
FORMED ANY CLEAR 
PICTURE OF WHAT I’VE KNOWN 


I THINK KIND OF JOB I THAT I WANT 


MIGHT DO, ORHOW | 
OF Vision __'D CONTRIBUTE TO TO WORK WITH 


REFLECTED IN THE LIBRARY AND ih BOOKS... 


THE RESULTS ITS TEXTS. 
OF MY EXAM. 


TO DECIDE y IT MADE 
WHO I WANT THAT I'D ME REAL- 
TO BECOME... LIKE TO TAKE IZE... 


«+e AND WHAT SOME TIME TO 
I CAN DO FOR THINK THINGS 
THE BOOKS THROUGH MORE 
I SO DEARLY \ CAREFULLY. 
LOVE. 
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CHILD. SAY IT 
STRAIGHT. 


eee THEN WHAT 
ABOUT YOU? 


WHAT SORT 
OF DREAM DO 
YOU HAVE? 


T AIN'T 
GONNA 
TELL YOU 
THAT! 


Park of the Great Magus 


WHAT A 


PLELEHWA- ‘ AND WHAT MOC GORGEOUS 


THE 
EMBERWING | 
BUTTERFLY. L 


ARE THESE 
FLOATING 
LIGHTS? 


BUT AMONG 
THE KAFNA, 
THEY’RE CALLED 
THE EXAMWINGS, 
SINCE THEY 
ALWAYS SHOW 
UP AROUND 
THIS TIME OF 
YEAR. 


= 


AFew Moments Earlier... 


YOU'LL 
TAKE ME 


IF YOU'RE 
GOING TO SKIP, 
LET ME HOLD 
YOUR BOOK FOR 
YOU. I DON’T 
WANT YOU TO 
TRIP. 


GOODNESS. 
HE MUST 
BE LOST. 

I WONDER 

WHERE HIS 
HOME |S? 


NIAKO! 


TT 
cy 


Se 


TASTES LIKE 
FREEDOM. 


JUST CAN’T 
COMPARE TO 
THE OUTSIDE 

WORLD. 


Tee. 
SP 


WOULDN’T 
YOU AGREE? 
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rrr 


GET YOUR 
PORTRAIT 


! 


HERE 
PORTRAITS, 
JUST FOR 
YOU 


! 


HOW 
ABOUT 
A NICE 
PORTRAIT? 


BUSTLE 


ne 


oe 
# yl 


BUSILE 
+ 
1G 

ly! 


a: 


S: 
ove” 


ue 
¥ 


HEY... 


. 


ES 


> 


ENTER 
TAINMENT 
DISTRICT 

REQUESTING 

DISPATCH! 


YOUR EYES 
OPEN FOR 
INTRUDERS! 


CHANCES 
ARE, THE 
SPIRIT’S 
ONLY A 
DIVERSION! 


GET THE 
WORD OUT! 
WARNING 
SIGNALS 
TO ALL 
OFFICES! 


THE REST 
OF YOU, 
SECURE 

THE 
GATES. 


fo No No No NY o No No No No No NY o No No No NIV o No No No No No No 
CAPTAIN, FIRST SQUAD, CENTRAL 
LIBRARY PROTECTIONS OFFICE 


HMWASSAK GAGAVITZ 


Pod oth. ots oc, ots oes aT oT As SATs, AT As dT, ef STs STs oA © Ts os AT Ol 


IDENTIFIED 
A HOSTILE 
SPIRIT IN THE 
DISTRICT 
COURTYARD. 


SECOND 
SQUAD, I 
WANT YOU 

ON SITE. 


IF THEY’RE 
ATTEMPTING 
TO INFILTRATE, 
WHY NOT DO 
IT DURING THE 
DAY? MIX IN 
AMONG THE 
PATRONS? 


oy 
AACE, 


WHOEVER SENT 
THE THING IS 
PROBABLY TRYING 
TO GAIN ACCESS 
TO THE COMPLEX 
AMID THE 


YOU A .+» THEORIZ- 
HEARD THE _ ING WHY 
ORDERS. ¥& ISN'T OUR 
GET ON CONCERN. 
SITE AND 
SUBDUE 
THE 


SPIRIT. 


Y 


INV 


= = 
SS 


NV 


8 Vie 
Hp 
Bos oe 


SZ 
ep 


(Li AM 


‘CAUSE 
CHAOS.” 
SUCH OPEN- 


y 


BWAHAHAHA 


4 


YES! SCREAM 

FOR ME! SUCH 

A DELIGHTFUL 
CHORUS 


eee 


MONUMENT 


ALL SEVEN ARE 
DEPICTED IN 
THE LIBRARY’S 


BUT 


ONLY THIS 
MAGUS HAS 
THEIR OWN 


eee 


I BROUGHT 
YOU HERE 

BECAUSE I 

THOUGHT IT 


SEE HOW HE 
STANDS AT 


ATTENTION? 


THIS WHOLE 
PARK WAS 


MIGHT DO in 
HE’S WATCHING =f, | |. : DESIGNED IN 
YOU GOOD OVER THE | i ‘ THE MAGUS’ 
TO SEE HIM. CENTRAL i : . HONOR, 


LIBRARY. /) : A Y'KNOW. 


I PINCHED 
MY CHEEKS 
SO HARD, 
TEARS CAME 
TO MY 


PINCH ‘EM 
IN THE FIRST 
PLACE...? 


IT’S JUST } 
SO OVER- |\\\ VAS 
WHELMING... 


veel KNOW 


I SHOULD 

STOP. IT’S GOOD 
IRREVERENT HEAVENS, 
TO CRY IN CHILD! 
FRONT OF 
THE MAGUS, 


‘CAUSE... 


ove 


AND 
D... 


N 


LIFE THAT WE 
A 


HE SACRIFICED 
EVERYTHING. 
HE GAVE HIS 
COULD HAVE 


OURS, 


SSS SSS 
SSs_“~“ . : 


SSS = 
SSS SSS 


Sse 


SR 


i? 


D LIKE 
NO 


SV 
RSE 


IN THIS 


SS 
BS 
Sx 


T 
AND I FANCY 

YOU’ 
TO SPEND A 
WHILE MORE 


eee 


WE SHOULD 
ALL BE HAPPY 
HE SHOULDN 

HAVE TO SEE 

ME CRY 


YOU HAVEN'T 
CAUSED ME 
ANY TROUBLE. 
THANK YOU 
FOR SHOWING 
ME THIS 
WONDERFUL 
PARK. 


SORRY FOR 
ALL THE 
TROUBLE 
I CAUSED 

YOU. 


PLEASE 
DON’T MAKE 


YOUR FAMILY 
WORRY TOO 


I DON’T 
RECALL | THERE 


HEARING SOME 
ABOUT KINDA 
FESTIVAL 
GOING ON 
TODAY? 


I WAS SO BUSY 


SUCH A 


PREPARING 
FOR THE TEST, PARI. 
I DIDN'T READ SURE GLAD 
UP ON PLACES SHE TOLD US 
TO VISIT IN ABOUT IT 
THE CITY 


Ca 


CAL 
ee a 


ti 


OOH. LOOK 
AT ALL THESE 
PEOPLE. SO 
MUCH FUN TO 


LISTEN. DO 
YOU HEAR 
SOMEONE 

CALLING 
FOR 
HELP... ? 


IT 
SOUNDS 
LIKE A 
LITTLE 
GIRL IS 
CRYING. 


WHAT IN 
THE GOOD 
MAGUS’ 
NAME IS 
THAT?! 


es 


poe 


d PATTERNS... 
THEY'RE 
LIKE... 


YOU UP 
THERE! 


BODY [\ 
CALL THE 
KAFNA/ 


WHY NOT? 
I’VE GROWN 
RATHER TIRED 
OF THIS 


WHAT DO 
YOU THINK 
YOU'RE 
DOING?! 


THAT GIRL 
GO THIS 
INSTANT! 


THERE. 
HAPPY? 


DARE YOU 


CLIMB UP 
on THe SCOUNDREL! 
MAGUS?! YOU’RE 
GONNA PAY 


FOR THAT! 


THE PROTEC- 
TIONS OFFICE 
WILL BE ON 
ITS WAY! JUST 
EVACUATE THE 
AREA, QUICKLY 
AND QUIETLY! 


WE 


PROVOKE 
he 


r7\ aw 


\ 


MOST 
——e PEOPLE 
=} HOWMUCH ~ HERE DON’T : 
= ICN: REALIZE 
“HELP... _ WHAT THAT 


THING 1S. 


eeceeceee 


SSS 
WES 


oS 


ty 


LEE Mi, 


RR tae 
RES Hie 
Be 


RS 
Soo 


MATLALCU- 
EYE. THE 
IMPERVIOUS 
BLUE! 


Infused 
with Fire 
Mana... 


...and can be 
shaped and 
directed. 


..the spark 
intensifies in 
strength... 


Casting ts the 
art of using spell 
seals to enhance 

and precisely 
manipulate the 
roperties of mana. 


And given 
thata 


, person’s body < 
is composed co predominantly 
' of six parts m i, of the element 
oe , of Water. 


WA 


I’VE HEARD OF 
MOTHERS FINDING 
THE STRENGTH TO 

HAUL CHILDREN AND 
CHESTS OF FAMILY 
HEIRLOOMS FROM A 
BURNING HOME... 


: PHYSICALT 


pis TRENG THENING 


MAGNITUDE 
IS ABSURD! 


vey 


"se LET THE 
STATUE BE 
DESTROYED! 


I CAN’T 
LAY IT 
DOWN 
GENTLY... 


ITLL SMASH 

APART WHEN 
IT HITS THE 
GROUND! 


«DON’T 
KNOW WHEN 
TO STOP, 


LET’S PUT 
YOU OUT 
OF YOUR 
MISERY. 


HEY, 
LITTLE 


ONE 


ARE 


YOU SOME 
KIND OF 


SPIRIT? 


M ALL 
MW 


S NOT SAFE 
HERE. I’ 


UO 


TO RUN ALONG 


BUT YOU NEED 
SO YOU DON 


= 
Ps 
a 
an 
Le 
tu 
o> 
o5 
Fea 


IT 


TY 


WELL, THERE 
GOES THE 
MANA I'D 
MANAGED 

TO SAVE 
UP... 


I’LL HAVE TO 

GET THEO TO 

SHARE MORE 
OF HIS. 


JUST A 


VN 


SAS ee SS 


SSS 
Rs 
Cee 
See 


SSS SSssx_ 
PS&c“s@“@“ 
SS 


e 


SIMPLE 
TRANSMUTA- 
TIONIST 


RESERVED 
FOR THE 
GREATEST 


YOU 
LACK THE 
KNOWLEDGE 
NEEDED TO 
CONTROL IT. 


ONE MISSTEP 
WOULD HAVE 
SPELLED YOUR 


elT IS 
THE FATE 
OF ANY 
ASPIRING 
KAFNA... 


T SUP- 
POSE... 


+++ TO FEEL DRIVEN 
TO PRESERVE 
PAST CREATIONS 
AND THE ARTIST’S 
PASSION IMBUED 
WITHIN. 


CRUMBLES, 
WE SHALL 
BUILD IT 
AGAIN. 


DO NOT 
RISK YOUR 
LIFE OVER 

THAT WHICH 

MAY BE 

REPLACED. 


LISTEN 
TO ME, 
THEO. 


YOU ARE 


NOT READY 


TO EXERT 
THE MANA 
YOU HAVE. 


THE STATUE 
IS MERELY 
STONE. 


Ww 
« 
SZzaw. 
= aaw 
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Fests 
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=> 

S25 
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SSS 
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SSS 
SESS 


FROM NOW ON 


ove 


TO EXERCISE 
MORE CAUTION 


RX 
Ss 
SS 
Ss 


I HAVE TO 
SEE THIS 
THROUGH... 


WHAT’S 
WITH THE 


STILL DON’T 
KNOW IF 
THIS ONE 

WAS ACTING 


® IT's 
oe AND ESE A LIFE THAT 


KEEPING é 
IT LOCKED Ce os ae a rr 


AWAY FOR — 
DECIDING 
ETERNITY.../ : . ‘ IT HAS NO 


USE... 


OH, I 
WAS SO 
WORRIED 


eee 


DROPPED 
MY 
BOOK!! 


THANK 
GOODNESS! 
I WAS SO 
WORRIED... / 


IT’S ALL 
RIGHT, 
HONEY! 
LOOK! 


THINGS 


oe AS 
I WAS 
SAYING 


oree 


. {ate « Zor 
Mat 
\ fla, tet 


I MUST SAY... 
DURING THE 
INTERVIEWS 

TODAY... 


WISH I COULD I COULDN’T 
MAKE ITUP TO HELP MYSELF, 
+eHE’D HAVE 1| HIM, BUT I’M . POKED AND — 
BOTH KNOWL-|| NOT SUPPOSED / PRODDED 
EDGE AND TO MEDDLE TO SEE WHAT 


: ” . IN HIRING WOULD 
BLADE IN TWN NI PRACTICES. 


= HAND, HE 
_ COULD BE 


I HEARD 
SOMETHING 


YEAH. THE ALONG THE 

LIBRARY BOULEVARD! 
DISPATCHED 
SQUADS AND 
EVERYTHING! 


BESTED 
SO SOON... 
WHAT A 
PITY. 


S. 


VN 
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I'D EXPECTED 
MUCH MORE 
FROM A SPIRIT 
SAID TO BE SO 
FORMIDABLE 


= 
SS 


NO 
MATTER 
ONLY A 
TASTE OF 
THINGS TO 
COME 


; 


OUR LITTLE 
FRIEND HAS 
UNDOUBTEDLY 


PASSED THE 
EXAM... 


IF SO, 


WILL LIKELY 
BE HERE IN 
THE CITY FOR 
SOME TIME 


«AND, 


. 


FAREWELL 
FOR NOW, 
O CENTRAL 
LIBRARY 


. 
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HERE IS 
THE INITIAL 
REPORT ON 
THE ROGUE 


2 WE BELIEVE 
, IT TOBE A 
WE'VE BEEN SYNTHSPIRIT, 


INFORMED 
stn any 


TO SEVERAL 
DURING THE 
STRUCTURES... oe GREAT WAR. 


«AND A 
NUMBER 
OF MINOR 
INJURIES, 
BUT IT SEEMS 
NO ONE IS 
IN SERIOUS 
CONDITION. 


YES. IT SEEMS 


THERE WERE | HE PROTECTED |S | HALE 
ALSO SIGNS OF \¥ A NUMBER OF |B = iil teat 


EARTH MAGIC. 2 CIVILIANS FROM | " HAUPI BOY, 
I THINK WE THE SPIRIT’S Ve 

CAN DRAW ASSAULT. 

THE OBVIOUS _ 

CONCLUSION 

ABOUT THOSE. 


YOU'VE 
COME AT 
LAST! 


NASR ASR WAR WA WA A AAD WA ARAVA VA VASA 
THE ENFORCER 
IWELFTH SEAT OF THE SAGES 


SEDORA BLEU 


Day oath Od OTs Ott OTs OAs AT oA aT As AT AT ATs Ts OTs 9c 


SUCH IS 
THE POWER 
j OF JOY 


| ! AS, x BELIEVE 
PREMATURE! AN ELEN 


KNOW THIS 
BOY? 


— Dr, CERTAIN WE 
HAVE ENOUGH 
INFORMATION 

TO DRAW 

CONCLU- 


WHY QUELL , SMO | touch ru 
A HEART'S 5 ADMIT AMITY 


N ave CHILDREN WITH 
HEE nN DELIGHTFUL gs HAUPI BLOOD 
pee FLUTTERING IF PROVEN & ARE QUITE 


WHEN ONE WRONG, I ro UNCOMMON. 
\ COULD ENJOY SHALL SIMPLY | 


IT INSTEAD?! EXPRESS MY 


as i CHAGRIN! 
ES 


a 
ee a eo eoret 
SS eres oie 


WE’RE NOT CERTAIN, 
MA‘AM. BASED ON 
THE DISTURBANCE 
REPORT, SHE MUST 
HAVE ENCOUNTERED 
THE SPIRIT... 


WHERE 
IS SHE?! 


| ..BUT WE 

~| HAVEN'T HAD 
=| WORD OF 

=| ANY VISUAL 

CONTACT 
SINCE- 


THAT 

IMPOSSIBLE 
OLD 

CRONE! 


WHO ARE 
YOU CALLING 
A CRONE?! 


Pee No Wo Wo ooo RVR VARVARA 


THE DECREER 
FIRST SEAT OF THE SAGES 


TAKSHA CUPUL 


a 


IT'S NOT 
FILTH! THIS 
IS MY NICEST 
OUTFIT! 


MASTER 
KOMAKO! 


IT MIGHT 
HAVE BEEN 
NICE A CYCLE 
AGO! THROW 
THAT DRESS 


GENERAL REPRESENTATIVE, 
CENTRAL LIBRARY 


KOMAKO KAULIKIG 


CAN YOU IMAGINE 
THE UPROAR IF THE 
GREAT MAGUS OF 
THE LIBRARY WAS 


FOUND COLLAPSED 
ON SOME CITY 
STREET? 


: \ t| NOT TO 
== ZY) MENTION... 
=e <F 
IT ALLOWS Vii 229. = & 
FORSUCH PA, en 
FASCINATING |(— 
ENCOUNTERS. 


ESTEEMED 


HAVE SOME NOBILITY 
CONSIDERATION DRESSED IN 
FOR THE RAGS AND NO. I 
ADULTS WHOSE MINGLING PREFER TO 
LIVES YOU’RE 4 AMONG THE OBSERVE 
COMPLICATING. COULD You COMMON- THE CITY 
PLEASE LEAVE IN ITS 
THAT SORT OF NATURAL 
THING TO THE STATE. 


FAIRY TALES?! 


HOW MANY TIMES 
DO I HAVE TO TELL 
YOU? IF YOU INSIST 
ON WALKS, AT LEAST 

TAKE A GUARD! 


WALK WITH AN 
ENTOURAGE? 
EVERY CITIZEN 
WOULD BE 
BOWING AND 
GAPING AS I 
PASSED. 


ACTING 
HIGH AND 


COME, 
NOW. IT’S 
EXHAUSTING 
ACTING HIGH 
AND MIGHTY 
ALL DAY. 


TODAY’S LITTLE 
SEED OF CHAOS. 
BY WHOSE HAND 
WAS IT SOWN? 


ENOUGH. 
LET’S 
MOVE 

ON. 


PROTECTIONS 
OFFICE IS 

LOOKING 
INTO IT... 


.-BUT WE HAVE 
NOTHING SO FAR. 
IT’S QUITE UNLIKE 
THE ACTIONS 
OF ANY OF THE 
LIBRARY’S KNOWN 
OPPONENTS. 


COULD BE 
THE FIRST 
STIR- 
RINGS... 


HARD TO 
FATHOM WHY 
IT WOULD 
BE USED 
SO FRIVO- 
LOUSLY. 


SOMEONE 
WANTS US 
TO KNOW HE 
CAN AFFORD 
TO WASTE 
A SPIRIT 
OF THAT 
CALIBER. 


THE HOSTILE 
WAS A MID-TIER 
SYNTHSPIRIT. BUT IT 

SEEMED TO TAUNT 
MORE THAN ATTACK. 

FEW GRIMOIRES OF 
THAT CALIBER WOULD 
STILL EXIST OUTSIDE 
OF OUR CONTROL. 


HMPH. PERHAPS 
WHOEVER DID 
THIS WISHED TO 
IMPLY ACCESS 
TO A GREATER 
ARSENAL. 


THERE |S 
ANOTHER 
: MATTER. 
we THATITIS = \" j I DEEPLY 
UNRELATED, BUT HOPE... 
MASTER KIN HAS 
ANNOUNCED 
INTENT TO FULLY 
WITHDRAW FROM 
THE POLITICAL 
SPHERE OF 
RAKTA. 


THE MAGUS 
OF THE 
| ALMANAC 
SEEMS THE ee HAS FINALLY 
ONLYONE = rae\eScasa, RETIRED, 
LEFT SITTING VRQ, 
HIGH AND 
MIGHTY IS 
ME. 


PERHAPS THIS 
IS A SIGNAL OF 
SOMETHING NEW 
BEGINNING. 


continent 
was poised 
to close the 
chapter on 
one eraand 
to enter 
another. 


Since ages ‘ rm : Atlatonan 
long past, its ea ! __ Contt- 
bounty has ae SN nent— 
fostered the ‘ 
rise of many 
peoples. 


a ‘ &. Se 


Yet with the 


arrival of the 
: Emissary of 
...and those posi 
= robbed grew Cpidcuplibe 
aggressive. anything 
Battles raged before. 
N\ across the 
\) continent— Many races 
\ desperate lost their 
\\. attempts homes to 3 
Collec- to secure the Ashen 3 
|| tévely, the territory to Death... , i ! 4 
WN| skirmishes cpuie: i m hh | H 3 
were known 3 
as the Great 4 
War of the 3 
Races. y 4 
4 
The selfsame 4 
magi who 
drove away f 
the Emissary 
banded 
..onacrucial together 4 
Though each race conference, winning once more. 
stillharbored deep Z , 2 4| anagreement among They staked / 
strains of discontent, ALES WINE | oll that the remaining everything... 
the armistice was a ACESS inhabitable land 
great victory born of RXK Oy YN. would be divided into 4 
the heroes’ influence WN, SS s Aen) Seven Autonomous ‘ 
and the bonds they et SASH SS? 8 Regions, and finally : "4 


shared. SANTA bringing end to 
the war. 


The reins 
of history 
must be 
relinquished 
toanew 
generation. 


-eNew 
leaders 
now rise. 


The great magi 
who once saved 
the world are 
now old and 
weary. 


Since 
that day, 
95 years 


WHEN MY TIME 
COMES, TOO, 
AND ALL OF 
THE SEVEN 
HAVE BEEN 

SUCCEEDED... 


See 


«+ THE NEW 
LEADERS WILL 
LABOR NOT FOR 
HARMONY. EACH 
WILL ACT IN THE 
INTEREST OF THEIR 
RACE, AND THEIR 

RACE ALONE. 
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i, 
Le 
tg 


ies 


WHAT WE 
NEED IS 
A LINK. 


NO. WAR IS 
SOMETHING 


TO FUEL A WAR, 
THE WILL OF THE 
PEOPLE MUST BE 
SWAYED. THE FLOW 
OF INFORMATION 
MUST BE 
MANIPULATED. 


SO LONG AS 
WE RETAIN 
AUTHORITY 
OVER THE 
PRESSES, THERE 
On WILL BE NO 
RALLY THE IF NOTHING MORE GREAT 
HEARTS CHANGES, IT 
OF ALL WILL RAGE 


AS ONE. ONCE MORE. 


AND THAT 
LINK... 


»eWILL NOT 
BE ONE OF MY 
- . GENERATION, 
: > NOR YOURS. 


HE WILL 
APPEAR FROM 
AMONG THE 
YOUNG. 


O GREAT 
MAGUS 
KOMAKO OF THE 


KAULIKK. LIBRARY. 


EARLIER 


TODAY... / I DIDN'T 
MAKE 


IT THIS 
TIME. 


BUT I 
PROMISE 


FEW WOULD 


SSS 


; WOMAN OF CURIOUS, YOU, 
WOMAN OF . Shea 
THE FUTURE DON’T YOU 
SHE WISHES THINK? RETURN. 


TO SEE. 


pare seen 


I'D THOUGHT 
T WAS READY 
TO RETIRE. 


YOU WOULD 
HAVE ADMIRED 
HIS EYES... 


«ee AND THE 
CLEAR, CRIMSON 
FLAME BURNING 

DEEP WITHIN. 
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[Author] Lugei Noir 


One of the Seven Seminal Scripts. 
A book that endeavors to present an academic argument that the 
Haupiare an inferior race. 
Later research would refute the vast majority of the assertions made as mere 
sophistry, but at the time of the Black Text’s publication, there were many who were 
swayed by its words. Fueled by these thoughts, and amid the chaos in the aftermath of 


the Emissary’s attack, the Hyron began a mass slaughter of the Haupi. 
It was this book that drove the Central Library to establish its current framework for 
inspecting and supervising all the continent’s texts, for the Black Textis said to have 
killed far more people than the spells of any grimoire. 


ar for the Morrow! 


[Author] Greyble d’Verbois [Date] 121 Years Ago 


One of the Seven Seminal Scripts. 

Asingle-page leaflet that catalyzed an end to slavery on the continent. Its 
proper title is “A Declaration of Freedom by and for the Creyak People.” 
Ina former time, the Creyak were kept by the Rakta as slaves. This single sheet, 
printed in mass quantities and distributed ona city street, inspired the Creyak 
to rise up, inciting the War on Land and Seaand ultimately securing Creyak 
right to freedom. The document is affectionately referred to as “Roar for the 
Morrow!”—a line from d’Verbois’ public declaration that stuck in the hearts 
and minds of many who listened. 
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SS 


MY, MY... 
ANOTHER 
YEAR 
GONE BY 
ALREADY. 


I HEAR THE 
GRADUATION 


“| CEREMONY’S 


ALLOW ME TO 
CONGRATULATE 
YOU ALL. 


Z REIS TA 


THIS DAY 
MARKS 
THE END 
FOR YOUR 
STUDIES... 


«eA STUDENT 
OF EXTRAORDI- 
NARY ACADEMIC OFFERED 
PERFORMANCE, BY... 
EVER SINCE THE 
MOMENT HE 
FIRST STEPPED 
THROUGH 
THESE 
DOORS... 


+e YOUR CLASS 
REPRESENTATIVE, 
THEO FUMIS. 


THAT'S HOW 
DIFFERENT | 
LIFEISIN A~ 
THE CITY. 


THERE’S 
SUPPOSED TO 
BE A LETTER 
IN THE MAIL. 
Maybe a 
month or 
$0...P 


THAT’S 
SOME 
TEST... 


THEO’S THE 
VILLAGE 
GENIUS. IF 
HE CAN’T 
PASS, NONE 
OF US CAN. 


I JUST 
COULDN’T 
KEEP UP 
WITH THE 
CONTENT. 


SO WHEN 
WILL YOU 


DIDN'T 
PASS?! 


WELL, THE 
RESULTS 
WILL TAKE 
A WHILE... 


PROBABLY STILL 
SORE THAT HE : 
GOT ALL THE WAY gir : 
TO GRADUATION 
WITHOUT ONCE 
SCORING ABOVE 
THEO ON A 
TEST. 


THAT’S 
NOT 
WHAT 
THIS 

Is! 


JEALOUS 
THAT THEO 
BEAT YOU TO 
AFTZAAK? 


HE’S DEPRESSED. 
HE KNOWS IF 
THEO COULDN'T 
MAKE IT IN THE 
CITY, HE DOESN'T 
EVEN HAVE A 


YEAH, 
BUT NOT 
FOR A 
WHILE. 


MY 
FAMILY’S 
SETTING 

ME UP, 
TOO. 


ARE YOU 
KIDDING?! 
YOUR FAMILY 
HAS SO MUCH 
FARMLAND 
HERE! 


YOU'RE 
GETTIN’ 
MARRIED 


TO HAMIFA, || LEARNED 


RIGHT? 


LEAVE THE 
VILLAGE. 


»..ON OUR PATHS 
TO THE FUTURE. 
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A BUNCHA 
STUFF 
YOU'LL 

NEVER USE 


OH, 
YEAH? 
LISTEN 
TO MY 
PLANS. 


HAAAH... 
NOW I 
GOTTA 
START 

WATCHING 

LIVESTOCK 

FOR REAL. 


AT LEAST 
I GOT TO 
KEEP GOING TO 
SCHOOL UNTIL 
GRADUATION. 


I’M GONNA 
AND GO BEA 

SOMEDAY, MERCHANT 

I’MGONNA _ IN KHAMSA! 
HAVE MY 
VERY OWN 
STORE IN 
ITZAMNA! 


AND THE 
NAME’S 
SEDONA, 
YOU 
SAID...? 


.+e SHOULDN'T | IN THE END, 
BE SURPRISED. IT’S ve i aN I NEVER GOT 
THE GUIDANCE OFFICE’S | MY CHANCE TO 
JOB TO INTERACT WITH | L fill SEE SEDONA 
PATRONS. OTHER KAFNA j 
DON’T HAVE TIME TO 
HEAR OUT EVERY 
LITTLE INQUIRY. 


IT’S SO 
GOOD TO 
SEE YOU! 


I MISSED 
YOU SO 


NO MATTER 
HOW MANY 
NEW FACES I 
MEET, YOU’LL 
ALWAYS BE MY 
BEST FRIEND, 
KUKUO! 


ee OWL. :? 
A V ee ae te. 


-ANYT 


. STRAIGHT 
THROUGH \ 7 
\) YOU, GOT A 


THATZ. ) 
— My We 


pa oS 
i 


D HOPED 
YOU MIGHT BE 


‘ 


I 


a. 


= 
oO 
22% 
¥r5 
zou 
Reme 

=x 


I’M NOT 

SURE I’M 

pee IN gl 1. 

TAKE IT | : — | TOLET 


CO 
AGAIN. / ll ; 
: / En 
AH. ~ BUT... 
WELL... : 


++ THEN 
WE'LL TRY 
AGAIN 
NEXT 


MAYBE IT’S 
BETTER IF 
I JUST... 


IT’S NOT 
THE KINDA 
TEST YOU 
PASS JUST 

BY STUDYING 
ANOTHER 

YEAR. 


SS 


= 
SENN 


son LET 


MYSELF WHOLE YEAR 

SETTLE OF WAGES FOR 

DOWN TRAVEL AND 
HERE AND REGISTRATION. 


WORK. 


AS LONG | 
AS I KNOW (7 | 
YOU'RE SMILING | YOU TAKE 
WHEREVER YOU VA Ea WHATEVER 
ARE, THAT’S PATH YOU 


ENOUGH At WANT TO 
/ TAKE. 


BUT! JUST 
TAKING THAT 
TEST WAS A 

BIG DEAL. 


THAT’S TRUE. ’ 
WITH THE BED oe 
THIS CRAMPED, 
LITTLE BOY 
I WAS KINDA ANYMORE! 
HOPING YOU'D 


PASS. 


IT’S NOT 
THAT. MY 
SISTER 
WOULD TELL 


YOU'RE 
JUST 
GONNA- 
HFF-GIVE 
UP ‘CAUSE 


SO YOUR 
DREAM OF 
BEIN’ A KAFNA 
WAS NO BIG 
DEAL, HUH? 


WHY’RE 
YOU BEING |=. 
SO MEAN 
TODAY? 


WELL, I’M 
GONNA GET GONNA 
AN ARTICLE BECOME 


PUBLISHED 
et A HAMNA. 


COMPEN- 


AND YOU 
NOT WHAT WILL! I 


I WANNA KNOW YOU 


HEAR FROM WILL! 


DETERMINED 
TO KEEP UP 
WITH YOU, 
Y’KNOW? 


K 
PDAS 


HE’S SURE 
CHANGED. 


NO WAy! 
USUF USED 


HE AN’ HIS 
FRIENDS 
ALL APOL- 
OGIZED. 


SAW HIM 
WALKIN’ HOME 
WITH USUF 
YESTERDAY, 


THINKIN’ 
MAYBE I 
SHOULD 
APOLOGIZE, 
TOO. 


PSHHH. YOU 
COULDN’T 
TAKE HIM 

IF YOU 
TRIED. 


HE’S WAY 
STRONGER 
THAN HE 
USED TO 
BE. 


EVER SINCE 
HE STARTED 
WORKIN’ FOR 
MISTER GANAN, 
HE’S ALL 
PROTECTED OR 
WHATEVER. 
ThOSe guys all 


look Out For 
€aCh other... 


I DUNNO. 
I JUST GET 
THE FEELING 


HE’D FORGIVE 
ME. MAYBE 
WE COULD BE 
FRIENDS. 


FEELS LIKE 
THIS WHOLE 
PLACE 
CHANGED ON 
ACCOUNT OF 
YOU. 


A COMPLIMENT 
FROM YOU? 
THAT’S BIG! 


YOU'RE 
WRONG, 
THOUGH. 


THEY’RE 
THE ONES 
THAT 
OPENED 
THE WAY. 


YEAH! 
IPs 
GREAT! 


THE FUNNY 
THING ABOUT 
DREAMS IS... 


-+ EVEN IF 


AND EVEN IF YOU REALIZE 
THEY’RE DASHED ‘EM, YOU'RE 
TO PIECES, IT JUST GETTIN’ 
AIN’T THE END STARTED. 
OF THE ROAD. 


LANDMARKS 
ALONG THE 
WAY. 


THIS ONE 
IS THE 


WORD FOR JUST PART 


OF THE 
JOURNEY. 
ALL OF 
‘EM. 


WHAT'S 
IT LIKE 
OUTSIDE 
THE 
VILLAGE? 


SINCE YOU 
TAUGHT ME 
HOW TO READ, 
I WANNA LEARN 
FROM LOTS OF 
BUT I'D BOOKS AND 
PROBABLY —_ MAKE LIFE 
NEVER EASY FOR MY 
MAKE BROTHERS. 
IT OUT 
THERE... 


«+e WANNA 


SAA? | || xcomoyn 


KEEP UP 
WITH ALL 
OF IT. 


WHAT 
ABOUT THIS 
ONE? ANY 
GUESSES? 


AMAZING! 
THE TOWNS 
AND THE 
PEOPLE! 


= Aly HEY, 
BRING IT || SQV2 Oy Way /V, WW READ 
HERE, ZIPA. —@: "i , A 


no. | NR Na Ay | 


WHILE YOU 
WERE AWAY, I 
WAS IN CHARGE 
OF READING 
STORIES FOR 
EVERYONE. 


4 


|F SHE’S SO 
| ADOR- 
ABLE! 


xix 


xX 


SHE JUST 
CAN'T SEEM 
TO GET 
USED TO 


UIRA! 
THAT'S 


xix 


WHY ARE 
YOU SO 
MEAN TO 
SAKIYA? 


Xxx 


YOU'RE 
NOT HURT, 
ARE YOU? 


IT HAS 


BEEN STILL 
OH, BY ALMOST WAITING 
THE WAY! WE A MONTH. FOR THE 
GOT A NEW GUESS IT RESULTS TO 
COOKBOOK COULD BE ARRIVE? 
THE OTHER ANY DAY 


NOW. 


I'VE BEEN 
PRACTICING. 
WANNA 
COME OVER 
FOR DINNER 
AGAIN? 


I'D LOVE 
TO! YOUR 
HEE HEE, | Ee MEALS ARE 


Tu TRY DY) Pixyor ? THE BEST! 


AH. 
THOUGHT I 
MIGHT FIND 
YOU HERE. 


NO, NO. I 
JUST HEAR 
YOU'VE HAVING 
TROUBLE 
DECIDING ON 
A FUTURE. 


IF YOU'RE 
PLANNING TO 
SETTLE DOWN WN 

: AMUN, PER 
I'M SURE YOU MIGHT 
YOU’D MAKE CONSIDER 
AN EXCELLENT WORKING AT 

TEACHER. \ THE SCHOOL? 


DON’T YOU 

DARE TRY 
y TO GET THE 
| JUMP! I 

ALREADY 


Merchant 
Once considereda 
lowly job, in the current slF HE'S 
age, success in trade NOT A 
brings both honor KAFNA, 
and influence. Many I’M GONNA \ HOLD IT 
~- . wealthy businessmen MOLD HIM / p A RIGHT 
F - enjoystatusakinto * INTO A FINE [A e \ THERE 
7 that-of nobles. MERCHANT! | WY ' 


YOHAM! 


Scholar 


y | HE STRIKES 
A path to fame and “PS ME AS MORE 
fortune so well known : OF THE 
it goes without saying. _| y $ < SCHOLARLY 
New apprentices must _ a I 
_ grasp the lowest rung at 
F an Institution and work 
their way up. 


~ Those who have studied : 
at the Kalachlanwi— E 
the Academy of oe LIKE IN THE 
~ Spellcasting—and go on p, ADVENTURES 
. ) OF SHAG-A- 
tofillanyofnumerous Ff i 
roles, from advisors to © 
* nobility to mercenaries 
or performers. 


HE’S SMART! 
HE’S STRONG! 


BELONGS 
AT GANAN 
MASONRY! 


HE’S THE 
BEST 
WORKER 
WE'VE 


HE COULD BE 
A NOVELIST! 


ABOUT AN 
EXPLORER? 


EVERYONE 
IN THE 


I'VE BEEN 


VILLAGE HAS 
VERY HAPPY SOMETHING CAREFUL 
/, wy IF YOU WERE || THEY'D LIKE NOT TO SAY 
{14 TO WORK YOU TO ANYTHING. 


WITH ME BECOME. 
HERE AT THE 


LIBRARY. 


I KNOW IT’S 
NOT MUCH 
COMPARED 
TO THE LIFE 

OF A KAFNA, 

BUT... 


THEY ALL 
SOUND LIKE 
WONDERFUL 

LIVES! 


HOW WAS 
YOUR FIRST 
DAY OF 
SCHOOL? 


IT FEELS 
SO HARD... 


STUDYING? 


ly 
RS 
Wh 
aS 
= 
=a 


THE FACT 


ie EO THAT YOU'RE 
SOMETHING fi ABLE TO 


SPECIAL. | ‘ \ STUDY... 


CHERISH IT, 


EVEN AS AN 
ADULT, YOU 
MIGHT LOOK 
BACK AND 
REALIZE ALL 
THAT YOU DID 
NOT NEED. 


I WANT 
YOU TO 
HAVE THE 
CHOICES IN 
LIFE THAT 


YOU LEARN 
THINGS THAT 
YOU MIGHT 

NEVER FIND 

A USE FOR. 


I NEVER 
LEARNED 
HOW TO 
READ OR 
WRITE. 


IT’S LIKE 

BEING IN 

A FOG AT 
FIRST. YOU'RE 
SURROUNDED, 
AND NOTHING 
MAKES SENSE. 


«OR KNOW WHERE 
YOU'RE HEADED. 


FRONT OF 


BUT 
SOMEWHERE 


WHATEVER’S 
HERE AND 


YOU.. o 


~ REALIZE 
\\ YOUVE 


\ iM) 


- SEE YOUR. 


EFFORTS 
STACK, 


BECAUSE ON THA 


IF YOU LEARN AND THAT YOU'LL 

TO UNLOCK THE HAVE SO MANY PATHS, __ 
SECRETS OF TO.CHOOSE.FROM 
BOOKS... : - 


FINALLY 


THERE. 
a 


‘ious 
MYSELF WHAT I 


TRULY WANT. 


oo 


wel TS 
THE FACT 
THAT I CAN 
CHOOSE 
THAT MAKES 
IT CLEAR. 


PARDON 
ME. 


I’M 
THEO 
FUMIS/ 


CX 


{A} 


a 


WOULD A 


N 


MISTER THEO 
TOLD HE FUMIS HAPPEN 
MIGHT BE TO BE HERE? 
AT THE 
I HOPE YOU 
DON’T MIND MY Meee HIBRARY: 
CONVEYING IT 
WITH EVERYONE 
HERE IN 


ATTENDANCE. 


MAY THIS 
MESSAGE 
FIND YOU 
IN BEST OF 
HEALTH! 


266 


267 


HMPH. 
LITTLE AMUN 
MANAGED TO 

PRODUCE A 

KAFNA. 


i 


THIS IS 
ALL THANKS TO 


& 
Wal 
Va) 
us 
2 
oO 
mI 


THE LIBRARY I 
BUILT FOR THE 
VILLAGE 


ROOT, 


I 


PROMISE TO 
VISIT. 


u 


GOODBYE, 
EVERYONE 


268 


I NEVER 
TOLD 
YA THIS, 
THEO... 


«BUT I 
HAD YA IN 
MIND AS 


FOREMAN. 


N 


itinica 


DIDN’T WE 
AGREE TO 
SEND HIM 
OFF WITH A 
SMILE? 


SAKIYA’S 
NOT HERE. 


I CHANGED 
MY MIND, 
THEO! I 
DON’T 
WANT YOU 


THE WHOLE 
VILLAGE 
LEARNS HOW 
TO READ! 


WHAT DO 
YOU THINK, 


SAKIYA?! 
BEHOLD, 


OUR NEW 
LIBRARY! 


YANG, 


LN 


THEY'LL BE 
et SENDING US 
yh 2 ALL THE NEW 
os 6 fae i t=: VOLUMES OF 
eae I YOUR FAVORITE 
pice Wye NOVELS! 


SEEMS 
THIS VILLAGE 
LACKS GOOD 

READING HMPH, 

HABITS. STILL 


NOBODY. 


I WISH 
I HAD 


UGH. A GIRL |\ammm SOMEONE 
WHO READS mw : 

BOOKS? HOW 

PRETENTIOUS. 


HEY, WANNA 
COME READ 
AT THE 
LIBRARY? 


EMBROI- 
DERY 
IS FUN. 
WANNA 


LIKE THIS... 


AND THEN THIS... 


THAT’S 
IT! AH, 
MY LITTLE 


in 
cRAAa age 
ae RASA A LAREN 


yey 
ZS~ 


IVE GOT 
MORE BRAINS 
THAN THAT FUSTY 
SCHOOLTEACHER 
COULD EVER 
DREAM OF. 


HEY! DO 
YOU LIKE 


DADDY? 
WILL I EVER 
GET TO GO 
TO SCHOOL? 


YOU'D BE 
TEASED TO 
NO END. 
COMPLETE 


THERE ISN’T 
A FAMILY IN 
THIS VILLAGE 
WITH A GIRL 
IN SCHOOL. 


\ 
S 


V/, 


DADDY SAID 
I HAVE TO 
STAY FAR 

AWAY FROM 


NA 


SS 


I THINK 
THAT’S 
WHAT THEY 

CALL HIM... 


UM, 
SEE... 


THERE’S 
THIS STORY 
IN MY HYRON 
TEXTBOOK... 


Na 
= 
— 
i 
9S 


= uy 
Kn N 
SiG 
Qs Tra 
4 - 
7S =e 
oo 


REALLY 
WANNA 


eee 


KNOW HOW 
THE REST OF 
IT GOES. 


BACK 
THERE... 


MESSENGER 


STARTED 


2 


READING 
THEO’S 
RESULTS 


INSIDE, 
I HOPED 


THAT HE’D 


wi 
[wa 
ui 
=x 
= 
wi 
= 
je) 
Vv) 


THAN THIS 
PLACE 


ye 


MEANT TO 
ACCOMPLISH 


us 
x 


SOMETHING 
GREAT OUT 
THERE 


OVER HERE 
ALREADY! 


ET HIM LEAVE 


YOU GONNA 
WITHOUT SAYING 
ANYTHING?! 


L 


= 


sea cae 


a. 


oF 


BE FAR 
BEHIND 


‘LL SEE 


YOU IN 
AFTZAAK, 
YOU HEAR 
I WON 


I 


/ 


ALREADY 


IN THE 


WITH MY 
RESEARCH 
COMPENDIA 


SEE THAT 
EVERYONE 
OUT THERE 
READS MY 

BOOKS! 


THAT’S A 
PROMISE. 


AND THAT 
MEANS YOU 
BETTER BE 
THE BEST 


/ ropit, 
SEDONA. 


SAKIYA! 
KEKO! 


/ 


= 
fe) 
>) 
ly 
>= 
Q 


~~ 
WN 
EN 
mS 
WS 
~K 
a 


GUESS WHAT, 
THEO 


/ 


I’M 
ALMOST 
FINISHE 


THEY SAID 

SOMEONE 

WOULD BE 
COMING TO 
PICK ME UP. 


YOU'RE 
THE 
REASON 
ANY OF 
THIS 
CAME 
TRUE. 


YOU SURE 
THIS IS 
THE RIGHT 
PLACE? 


I WANT TO 

THANK YOU. 

FOR EVERY- 
THING. 


FOR A TIME, 
I WAS EVEN 
LIVIN’ IN 
ESPLEO. 


I HAD A 
DREAM 
MYSELF, 
Y'KNOW? 
OF BEIN’ A 
HAMNA. 


BUT I HAD 
TO GIVE IT 
UP PARTWAY 
THROUGH. 


WAS REAL 


END, I WAS 


I DIDN'T 


BITTER ABOUT 
IT FOR A WHILE. GET THAT YE 
CURSED FATE SWEET TASTE MASON IN 
FOR MY LIMITS OF VICTORY. rue cricKs 
ie THE ONE ALL 


MEN DREAM 
OF. 


++ SENDING 
YOU OFF LIKE 
THIS? IT MAKES 
IT ALL WORTH 
IT. FEELS LIKE 
MY LIFE MEANT 
SOMETHIN’ 
AFTER ALL. 


SOME PART 
OF YOUR LIFE 
IS MEANT FOR 

OTHERS. 


«+ YOU'RE 
GONNA 
LEAVE 
ON OUR 
WORLD. 


THAT GOES 
FOR YOU, TOO, 
SO DON’T 
FORGET IT. 


I'LL BE 
LOOKIN’ 
FORWARD TO 
WHATEVER 


GOODBYE, 


THEO. 


I THOUGHT 
MY LITTLE 
BROTHER WAS 
ALL GROWN 
UP NOW? 


ecaeee 


YOU, 


I LOVE 


EVERYTHING’S 
GOING TO BE 
ALL RIGHT. 


u 


=< 
=z 
=z 
jo} 
8) 
= 
H 


MAKE YOU 
PROUD AS 
A KAFNA 


WHY SET A 
RENDEZVOUS IN 
THE EVENING, 
AND SO FAR 
FROM THE 
VILLAGE? 


STRANGE, 


THOUGH. 


MY APPEARANCE, 
YOU SEE, 
WOULD BE A BIT 
OVERWHELMING 
FOR THE PEOPLE 
OF THE VILLAGE. 


Ws 


A PLEASURE 
TO MEET YOU, 
YOUNG KAFNA. 


ESTEE 
HAVEN’T 
FOUND MY 
OF HOW ANSWER... 
I CAN 
GIVE BACK 
TO THE 
BOOKS. 


BUT I KNOW 
— THATIE 
DEDICATE ALL 
“THAVETO 
THE. THINGS IN 
FRONT OF M 


_ SHOWED ME 
THAT ITS © 


Thanks to 
you, our 
island 
is again 
Please, will 
you not stay 
here withus 
forever? 


PARTING 
WEIGHS HEAVY 
ON MY HEART, 


ye Master 


Shagraz- 


WS Ne \ 


\ 


NAY, FOR 
MY JOB 
HERE IS 


7 AX 
BUT ONWARD I Ae). | DONE. 
MUST PRESS. | / 


PAW IES 


S 
y 


FOR 
SOMEWHERE 
BEYOND 
THE SEA’S 
HORIZON... 


ee LA 


mn 
2 


KE UIE VSN QE ANS 


AND UNKNOWN 
WORLD AWAITS 
MY ARRIVAL! 


= Ss 
SS 
SS, 7 


oo OF THE 
STORY OF 
MY LIFE. 


ONWARD 
I MUST 
PRESS. 


a 


FOR I 
AM THE 
HERO... 


To be continued. 
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